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Introduction 

Thomas  Blundeville's  Treatise,  a  free  translation  and 
adaptation  of  Federico  Furio  CerioFs  El  concejo  i  conse- 
jeros  del  principe,  but  based  on  the  ItaHan  version  of  Al- 
fonso de  Ulloa,  merits  an  edition  for  a  number  of  im- 
portant reasons.  It  is  first  of  all  a  significant  political 
treatise  of  the  sixteenth  century.  It  is  also  part  of  a  large 
and  splendid  chapter  of  English-Spanish  cultural  rela- 
tions, in  which  political  works,  books  on  the  instruction 
of  the  prince,  court  books,  moral  treatises,  and  didactic 
literature  had  such  a  prominent  role.  It  belongs  to  the 
age  which  saw  the  popularity  and  vogue  in  England  of 
Guevara,  Vives,  Mexia,  and  Antonio  Perez.  As  a  book  of 
instruction  for  the  prince  and  as  a  moral  treatise,  facet 
of  the  larger  tradition  and  genre  usually  referred  to  as 
de  regimine  principum,  it  stands  between  Elyot  and 
North  and  John  Thorius'  translation  of  Bartolome  Fe- 
lipe's The  Counseller  (1589),  whose  very  title  echoes 
that  of  Furio  Ceriol.  That  Blundeville's  translation  was 
based  on  an  Italian  intermediary  recalls  and  is  reminis- 
cent of  the  English  translations  of  Guevara  by  way  of 
the  French,  which  again  sheds  light  on  and  is  an  inter- 
esting example  of  precisely  how  Spanish  literature 
gained  popularity  in  Tudor  England.  Blundeville's  trea- 
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tise,  by  its  attention  to  the  humoral  theory,  was  a  fore- 
runner and  an  important  step  in  the  introduction  of  such 
thought  in  England,  which  was  crystaUzed  a  few  years 
later  by  the  English  translation  of  Juan  Huarte  de  San 
Juan's  Examen  de  ingenios. 

The  three  figures  involved  in  our  text,  Furio  Ceriol, 
Ulloa,  and  Blundeville,  are  all  interesting  in  their  own 
right.  It  is  generally  accepted  now  that  Furio  Ceriol  was 
born  in  1527  in  or  near  Valencia.  Early  in  his  life,  he 
dedicated  himself  to  the  study  of  literature  and  contin- 
ued his  humanistic  persuits  at  the  University  of  Valen- 
cia. Like  another  great  Valencian  of  the  beginning  of 
the  sixteenth  century,  he  left  his  native  city  in  his  early 
twenties  and  matriculated  at  the  University  of  Paris, 
where  among  other  distinguished  professors  he  heard  Ta- 
lon and  Ramus.  When  Henry  II  declared  war  on  Charles 
V,  Furio  Ceriol  left  France  and  participated  with  the 
Emperor  in  the  siege  of  Metz  (1552).  Again  like  Vives, 
he  continued  to  the  University  of  Louvain  (ca.  1555). 
Now  enjoying  the  protection  of  Charles  V  and  the  future 
Philip  II,  he  continued  his  travels.  In  1559  in  Antwerp 
he  published  his  El  concejo  i  consejeros  del  principe 
dedicated  "Al  gran  Catolico  de  Espafia,  don  Felipe  el 
segundo".  It  is  the  only  published  part  of  a  much  larger 
work  he  had  planned;  yet  in  spite  of  this,  it  is  one  of  the 
most  important  documents  of  political  theory  of  six- 
teenth-century Spain.  Furio  Ceriol  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life  in  the  service  of  the  Spanish  monarch,  and 
died  at  ValladoUd  in  1592. 
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In  the  subtle  vagaries  that  so  often  occur  in  the  trans- 
mission of  hterary  texts  from  one  country  to  another, 
Alfonso  de  Ulloa  holds  a  very  important  and  fascinating 
position.  In  the  cultural  relations  between  Italy  and 
Spain  in  the  sixteenth  ceutry,  Ulloa's  name  figures  some- 
how —  as  editor,  translator,  writer  of  prefaces,  prologues 
and  dedicatories,  and  even  as  pseudo-author  or  falsifier 
—  in  almost  every  major  text  of  the  period.  Born  in  Toro 
in  the  province  of  Zamora,  while  still  very  young  he 
moved  to  Venice,  where  he  was  attached  to  the  Spanish 
embassy  in  the  republic,  and  where  he  died  in  1570.  His 
bi-lingual  ability  must  have  been  phenomenal,  and  the 
number  of  works  in  which  he  was  involved  in  some  ca- 
pacity or  other  is  impressive.  The  following  list  is  illus- 
trative of  his  activities:  Ariosto,  Bandello,  Diaz  Tanco, 
Giovio,  Guevara,  Mexia,  Montemayor,  Petrarch,  Fer- 
nando de  Rojas,  Diego  de  San  Pedro,  Juan  de  Segura, 
and  of  course  Furio  Ceriol.  But  in  his  zeal  to  gain  favor 
and  patronage,  so  evident  from  the  adulatory  tone  of 
his  dedicatories,  his  morals  became  impaired  and  blem- 
ished, witness  the  fabrication  and  falsification  of  a  fic- 
tional life  of  Columbus  by  his  son  Ferdinand. 

Relatively  very  little  is  known  about  Blundeville's  life. 
A  native  of  Newton  Flotman  in  Norfolk,  he  may  have 
attended  Cambridge,  and  did  enjoy  the  favor  of  Leices- 
ter, to  whom  he  dedicated  several  of  his  works.  Blunde- 
ville  was  not  a  very  original  writer.  His  treatises  were 
mainly  derivative,  adaptations  or  translations,  whose  pur- 
pose was  to  instruct  and  whose  general  tenor  was  often 
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one  of  popularization.  His  Three  Morall  Treatises  (Lon- 
don, 1561)  —  the  second  treatise  has  a  dedicatory  poem 
by  Roger  Ascham  —  is  based  on  Plutarch's  Moralia.  The 
Art  of  Logike  (1599)  is  a  recast  of  Aristotle.  The  sub- 
title states:  "A  very  necessarie  Booke  for  all  young  stu- 
dents in  any  profession  to  find  out  thereby  the  truth  in 
any  doubtfull  speech  but  specially  for  such  zealous  min- 
isters as  haue  not  beene  brought  up  in  any  University." 
And  "From  the  Reader,"  we  learn:  "...  the  art  of  Logike 
in  our  vulgar  tongue  for  the  profite  of  those  my  coun- 
trymen that  are  not  learned  in  foreyne  tongs.  I  think  it 
no  shame  nor  robberie  to  borrowe  tearmes  of  the  said 
art  from  the  Latines,  .  .  .  desirous  to  know  now  to  de- 
fend .  .  .  against  subtill  sophisters  and  cauelling  schisma- 
tikes".  A  newe  hooke  containing  the  arte  of  ryding  (1560), 
of  which  we  find  later  versions  and  elaborations  entitled 
The  fower  chiefyst  offices  helongying  to  Horseman- 
shippe  (1565),  is  said  to  be  the  first  English  work  on 
equitation.  It  is  dedicated  to  Lord  Robert  Dudley,  Earl 
of  Leicester,  and  is  an  abridgment  of  Federico  Grisone's 
Ordini  de  cavalcare.  It  has  also  been  said  that  it  was 
written  at  the  suggestion  of  John  Astley,  "Maister  of  her 
Majesties  Jewell  House." 

The  true  order  and  methode  of  writing  Hystories 
(1574)  was  also  dedicated  to  the  Earl  of  Leicester.  The 
work  is  based  on  the  ten  dialogues  of  Francesco  Patrizi's 
Delia  Historia  (Venice,  1560),  and,  according  to  the 
preface,  "partly  out  of  a  little  written  Treatyse,  whych 
myne  olde  friende  of  good  memorie,  Acontio  did  not 
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many  yeares  since  present  to  your  Honour  in  the  Italian 
tongue".  Professor  Mary  Scott  mentions  that  a  manu- 
script on  the  use  and  study  of  history,  written  in  Italian, 
and  presented  to  the  Earl  of  Leicester,  by  Jacopo  Acon- 
cio,  in  August  1564,  is  preserved  in  the  Public  Record 
Office.  But  Aconcio's  work  gives  us  another  insight  into 
the  prevailing  cultural  ambience  and  establishes  another 
link  between  Blundeville  and  the  group  associated  with 
Leicester,  a  circle  intensely  interested  in  matters  Ital- 
ian. As  we  shall  see,  Blundeville's  translation  of  Furio 
Ceriol  was  done  at  the  suggestion  of  Giovanni  Battista 
Castiglione.  The  latter,  mentioned  by  Pietro  Bizzari,  was 
the  queen's  principal  master  of  Italian,  and  Aconcio  left 
him  his  papers.  Another  work,  attributed  to  Aconcio, 
Una  essortazione  al  timor  di  Dio,  was  edited  by  Castig- 
lione with  a  dedicatory  preface  to  Queen  Elizabeth. 

Blundeville  was  also  the  author  of  some  treatises  of 
a  purely  instructional  tone.  His  Exercises  containing 
eight  Treatises  (1597)  is  devoted  to  arithmetic,  cosmog- 
raphy, astronomy,  principles  of  navigation,  among  oth- 
ers. It  is  recommended  for  those  "who  travel  especially 
abroad  .  .  .  the  indies."  Much  of  this  material  is  found 
elaborated  in  The  Theories  of  the  seven  planets  (1602), 
important  for  the  early  application  of  the  Copernican 
theory  of  the  solar  system.  The  book  follows  Ptolomy, 
Peurbachius  (Georgius),  Erasmus  Reinholdus,  and  Gi- 
ovanni Antonio  Magini.  The  book  is  addressed  to  "  .  .  . 
all  Gentlemen  that  are  desirous  to  be  skilfull  in  Astron- 
omic and  for  all  Pilots  and  Sea-men,  or  any  others  that 


X  Introduction 

loue  to  serue  the  Prince  on  the  Sea,  and  by  the  Sea  to 
trauell  to  forraine  Countries." 

Blundeville's  Treatise  (1570),  dedicated  to  Leicester, 
and  which  is  here  reprinted,  is  a  translation  of  Furio 
Ceriol,  but  based  on  Alfonso  de  Ulloa's  II  Concilio  et 
consiglieri  del  principe  (Venice,  1560).  That  the  trans- 
lation was  based  on  an  intermediary  is  in  itself  of  much 
interest  for  what  it  may  tell  about  the  actual  knowledge 
of  Spanish  and  availability  of  Spanish  texts  in  Tudor 
England.  Furio  Ceriol  had  envisioned  a  work  to  be  di- 
vided into  five  parts  or  treatises.  The  fifth  treatise  was  to 
deal  with  "concejos  y  consejeros  del  principe"  and  was 
to  be  divided  into  eight  books.  Our  text,  the  only  one 
completed  by  the  author,  represents  the  first  book  of 
the  last  treatise.  For  Furio  Ceriol  the  study  of  politics 
was  an  art.  In  the  prologue  he  refers  to  "esta  arte  o  in- 
stitucion  del  principe";  it  is  the  art  of  government  which 
concerns  him  and,  in  particular,  the  organization  and 
structure  of  the  king's  councils  and  counselors.  For  Fu- 
rio Ceriol,  as  well  as  for  his  translators,  the  work  is  a  de- 
tailed study  and  analysis  of  the  number  of  councils  and 
the  ideal  qualifications  and  qualities  of  the  counselor. 
The  first  needs  no  further  analysis  here.  The  latter,  the 
study  of  the  "sufficiences,"  the  qualities  of  mind  and 
body  required  of  the  counselor,  reveals  the  author's  keen 
interest  in  physiognomy,  the  nature  of  temperament, 
and  the  humoral  theory.  This  was  a  vital  step  toward 
the  work  of  another  Spaniard,  Huarte  de  San  Juan,  who 
gained  such  a  wide  reputation  in  England  where  the 
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Examen  de  ingenios  was  translated  in  1594,  a  work  im- 
portant for  the  study  of  the  temperaments  and  humors 
in  relation  to  political  theory. 

I  should  like  to  express  my  sincerest  appreciation  to 
Dr.  L.  B.  Wright  of  the  Folger  Shakespeare  Library  for 
permission  to  reproduce  the  Blundeville  text  and  for  a 
Fellowship  which  permitted  me  to  study  at  this  dis- 
tinguished Library  in  the  Summer  of  1959,  and  to  the 
American  Philosophical  Society  and  to  Dr.  E.  Clark 
Stillman  of  the  Belgian  American  Educational  Founda- 
tion who  made  it  possible  to  examine  the  Antwerp  edi- 
tion of  Furio  Ceriol  at  the  Musee  Plantin. 

Karl-Ludwig  Selig 
University  of  Minnesota 
June  3,  1962 


A  very  briefe  and  proE 
table  Treatife  declaring 

hovvc  many  counfells, 

and  what  maner  of  Coun- 
felers  a  Prince  that 


willgoucrncweU 

ought  to 

haue. 


The  Booke  fpeaketh. 

All  you  that  Honon  wouldc  atchccuCi 
And  Counflcrs  eke  defirc  to  bcc, 
Of  fclfc  loue  flee  the  falfe  belccue, 
And  Icarnc  my  lore  that  you  may  fee 
What  worthy ncflc  in  you  doth  rcygnc, 
Such  worthy  (bte  thereby  tattey  ne« 

IMPRINTED 

at  London  by  Willi- 
am Seres. 


Firmo  tAppoggio. 


To  the  ryght  Noble        '" 
Erie  ofLeyceUeVy  one  of 

hir  highnciTe  moft  Honora- 
ble, wifejanHgraue 


Counfelcrs. 


^^  "^  "^^^aftermy  oldc  wontc,to 
jm|'pre[«  your  Honor  with 
^j|j!lnkc  and  Paper,  more  to 
-i)  x^  doc  myboundc  dutieia 
-^^JfTiewing  my  felfc  thank- 
full  towatdcs  you ,  for  your  great  bcnifitc* 
beftowcd  on  nice :  than  for  any  profite  or 
pleafure^that  I  know  your  Honor  can  rcapc 
any  waye  of  my  rude  wryting.  And  yet  a^ 
mongfl:  al  the  trj'fles  tliat  cucr  I  wrotc,thcrc 
was  none  in  mine  opinion  that  ought  to 
pleaft  you  better  than  this  little  Treatifc, 
rcprefcntine  vnto  you  as  it  were  in  a  glade, 
manye  of  thofe  good  vertues  and  qualities 
that  do  raigne  in  you,&  ought  to  raignc  la 
euery  other  good  counfcIenNt^hich  Treatife 
was  fir  ft  written  in  the  Spaniflic  tongue  by 
a Spanyard  called  PSDER.IGO  fvilio,  andaN 
tcrward  traflated  into  the  Italian  tongue  by 
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anotlicr  Spanyard  called  awonso  dVlloA^ 
but  not  with  fo  good  grace  as  I  bclccue  it 
had  in  the  Spaniflie,which  in  dccdc  I  ncucr 
fawc,  and  therefore  though  my  very  friend 
Mayftcr  lohn  Baptift  CaftigUon  one  of  the 
Gromes  of  hirHighncfle  priuie  chamber, 
vpo  goodzcalc  he  had  to  profite  many,dc- 
liucred  me  the  faide  booke  at  my  laft  being 
at  the  Court^earncftly  requcfting  me  to  put 
the  fame  into  our  vulgar  tong,  yet  I  would 
not  altogither  tt  aflatc  it,but  thoughtit  beft 
10  make  a  briefc  colteftion  of  the  fubftancc 
thereof,cutting  of  all  fupcrfluous  talke,and 
yet  Icauing  nothing  out  ( I  truft  )  that  was 
neccflary  to  be  fpoken.But  ho wfocucr  it  be 
I  moft  humbly  befecch  your  Honor  to  take 
it  well  in  worth ,  and  in  pcrvfing  the  (amt 
to  conccyue  of  my  labour  beftowed  therin, 
with  that  fauourablc  iudgement  ^  which 
you  hauc  alwaycs  vfcd  towardcs  mee,  in  all 
my  other  doings ,  and  therwith  to  continue 
itill  my  good  Lord^euen  as  I  think  my  felfe 
bounde  to  continue  your  fay  thfull  feruant. 
Thus  Icauing  to  trouble  your  Honor  any 
further :  I  pray  God  to  graunt  you  helth  Sc 
long  lyfc «  with  much  profperitie  •  From 
Mewton  Flotman  the  firft  of  Aprill.  x  $  7  Ot 
Moft  bounde  to  your  Honor 
Thomas  BlundcuiU. 


With  what  order  and 
methode  the  Miitution 

ofa  Prince  oughc  to 

be  written. 

HO  fovvill 

X7rite  the  Inftitu- 
cion  of  a  Prince, 
oughc  to  deuidc 

_  hys  vvorke  into 

fine  partes .  The  firft  whereof 
would  containe  three  Bookes, 
and  the  firft  Booke  muft  shew 
what  a  Prince  is,  how  he  was 
firft  ordained,  &  to  what  ende, 
what  power  hee  hath  ,  who 
gaue  it  him ,  8c  who  may  take 
it  from  him.  The  fecond  bookc 
mufte  declare  what  Artes  and 
Scieccs  are  required  in  a  Prince 
that  will  gouerne  well  .  The 
A.3.'         thirdc 
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thirde  bookc  muft  sheve  what 
morall  vermes  a  Prince  should 
hauc,  and  how  to  vCe  them. 

z  The  feconde  part  muft  treate 

of  the  Princes  education,  of  his 
Schoolemayfters ,  gouernours, 
feruanteSjfricndes  and  louers,of 
his  houfe  and  houfeholde :  and 
therefore  as  the  Phifitians  doc 
deuidc  manncs  lyfe  into  feauen 
ages  or  times  ,fo  this  part  would 
be  likevvife  deuided  into  feauen 
bookes ,  the  firft  treating  of  the 
Princes  infancie,  the  feconde  of 
his  childehood,  and  all  thereaft 
of  hys  other  ages  or  times. 

I  The  thirde  part  vvoulde  con- 

taync  three  Bookes  ,  the  one 
vvhereofmuftshevvcthe  dutie 
of  the  fubic^i  in  cuerye  poync 
tovvardcs  the  Prince,and  the  o- 

thcr. 
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ther,the  dutye  of  the  Prince  to- 
wards the  fubied :  whereby  it 
shall  plainely  appeare,  who  is  a 
Tray  tour ,  and  who  is  a  fay  th- 
full  fubied ,  and  alfo  vvho  is  a 
iuft  Prince,  &:  who  is  a  tyrant. 

The  fourth  part  would  shew  ^ 
howc  a  Prince  ought  to  rule 
and  raigne,  fo  as  he  may  cfcapc 
and  ouercome  all  diffycultcs 
that  may  chaunce  any  maner  of 
vvaye,  which  are  not  eafily 
knowne ,  bycaufe  they  are  di- 
uers,  according  to  the  diuerfitic 
ofthekingdome,  orpcincipali- 
tie :  which  is  gotten  Sc  polTef- 
fed  by  one  of  thefe  foure  waies: 
That  is,cither  by  inheritaunce, 
by  ele^iion ,  by  forcyblc  con- 
quefl: ,  or  clfe  by  pollicy e :  it  is 
recjuifitc  therefore  that  this  pare 

be 
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be  dcuided  into  fourc  Bookcs, 
eucry  one  treating  of  ech  of  tlie 
faydekiiidcs  of  poflefsion. 
j*  Finallye,  bicaufe  the  Prince 

can  not  heare  all,  fee  all^knovvc 
all,  and  prouide  for  all,  alone  of 
himfelfe  t  the  fift part  therefore 
ought  to  treate  of  the  councell, 
and  counfelers  of  a  Prince  tea- 
ching him  howe  CO  makehys 
counfell ,  and  what  maner  of 
counfelers  to  choofe,  of  which 
part  mine  Aufthor  aboute  nine 
ycares  paft  tooke  vppon  him  to 
write ,  deuiding  the  faydc  pare 
into  cyght  bookes :  but  as  yet 
he  neuer  fet  forth  more  (that  I 
knowc )  than  the  fy tft  Booke, 
the  cfFe^  whereof  hereafter  fo- 
lowth* 
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What  a  counfell  is ,  and 

how  many  coitnfells  a 

Prince  ought 

tohauc. 

A  Counfellis an afTembly  of 
wife  and  difcrcetc  perfons 
chofen  by  the  Prince  to  coun- 
fell him  in  all  his  aflay  res,both 
of  peace  and  vvarrCjin  fuch  fort 
as  he  by  their  helpe  maye  go- 
ucrne  hys  Realme  wifely c, 
and  forcfee  all  daungers  that 
may  betydc,  fo  as  in  all  his  do- 
ings and  enterprjfes ,  he  maye 
hauc  good  fuccclTe ,  or  at  the 
leaft,  as  little  aiiil  fucceffe,  and 
as  feidomc  as  maye  bee  .  And 
though  that  the  Counfell  and 
the  Prince  maketh  in  deede  but 

B«i.         one 
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one  entyere  thing ,  in  that  it 
hath  but  one  heade  which  is 
the  Prince,  yet  it  is  neceffarye 
that  the  faide  counfell  be  deui- 
ded  into  many c  partes,  which 
though  they  haue  dyuers  offi- 
ces ,  yet  they  shall  make  but 
one  body , no  more  than  the  fe- 
uerall  partes  of  mannes  bodyc, 
feruing  to  dyuers  purpofes. 
Wherefore  it  is  meete,  nrft  to 
shcwe  hovvc  manye  feuerail 
counfeils  a  Prince  that  wil  go- 
uerne  wd  ought  to  haue.  And 
than  to  eucrye  one  of  thofe 
counfeils,  how  many  counfe- 
lers,  how  manye  Prefy dents, 
how  manye  Secretaries ,  and 
how  many  Clarkcs  be  neede- 
fuU,  and  alfo  what  qualities  be 
requyrcd  in  thofe  men ,  that 

they 
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they  may  be  able  and  fufilcient 
to  feme  the  turne.  Alfo  what 
prcrogatiues ,  preheminences, 
and  authorities  they  ought  to 
haue:  Againejiovv  they  ought 
to  bee  aflcmbled ,  where ,  in 
what  ryme,  and  what  houre, 
then  which  matters  ought  to 
be  firft  propounded,  to  whom 
the  By  Us  of  remembraunce  for 
difpatch  and  al  other  writings 
ought  to  bee  delyuered ,  who 
ought  to  folicet  the  matters, 
and  howe  they  should  be  eix- 
tred  into  the  bookes,and  many 
fuch  lyke  things.  Furthermore 
to  shevvehowe  onecounfeU 
ought  to  anfwere  another  or- 
derly, to  the  intent  there  be  no 
confiifion  nor  mingle  mangle 
of  matta:s.And  laftly,to  shew 

B.i.  them 
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them  when  they  haue  all  dc- 
termynedvppon  fomc  matter, 
hovve  and  in  what  fort  they 
shall  make  relacion  thereof  vn- 
to  the  Prince  before  they  make 
any  final  refolution  or  conclu- 
iion.  Following  then  this  or- 
der,mine  author  fay  th ,  that  if 
the  Prince  minde  to  gouerne 
his  ftate  well,  and  to  difpatchc 
manyc  matters  fpeedilye ,  hce 
ought  to  haue  feauen  counfells 
cuery  one  differing  from  other 
in  afiayres,  offices ,  and  in  au- 
tlioritic. 
_,  --,        And  firfl  he  bcginneth  with 
quer.        the  counlell  of  reuenewes, 
not  for  that  it  is  firft  by  wor- 
thyneffe ,  but  (as  I  take  it )  for 
that  it  is  firft  by  order  of  na- 
ture, taking  here  perhaps  the 

Princes 
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Princes  reuenevvcs  to  bee  the 
matter,  without  the  which 
nothing  can  be  done,to  which 
counfel  belongerh  thefc  points 
here  following. 

To  gather  vp  his  reuenevvcs . 

To  lee  that  they  bee  not  wa- 
fted. 

To  encreafe  them  by  all  con- 
uenientmeanes. 

To  confider  from  whence, 
how  and  in  what  tyme  extra-  ThcfetWn- 
ordinary  reuenevvcs  may e  bee  S^*  o<^^.ng 

L  n.1  J  1         toourhigh 

belt  leuyed,  to  appoint  taskcs,  Courtcot 
andfubfedies,  tolles ,  and  cuf-  ParUmear. 
tomes ,  and  to  reforme  them 
when  they  be  ey  ther  to  much 
or  to  little ,  without  damma- 
ging  the  weale  publique,  to  a- 
bridgc  fuperfluous  >  and  to  cn- 
crcalc  necclTary  expenccs. 

The 
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Thepriuje      Thefccondeis  the  counfell 

wSL  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  >  vvhofc  office  and 
worthincffc  dutie  confiftetli  in  thefe  points 
wouldebe  here  following .  Firft,  tofee 
firft  placed,  yvhcther  fuch  officers  and  go- 
uernours  as  ferue  vnder  the 
Prince  as  well  in  peacible  as  in 
vvarlike  affiiyrcs,  doe  their  du- 
ty e  or  not .  To  knowe  howc 
long  their  tyme  of  feruice  en- 
dureth ,  whyther  they  ought 
to  be  chaunged  or  not,8c  who 
ought  to  be  chofen  to  ferue  in 
their  roomes.Moreouer,to  fee 
that  all  charges  both  ordinary 
and  cxtraordinarie,  as  well  for 
matters  of  peace ,  as  alfo  of 
vvarre ,  be  pay  de  in  due  tyme 
by  vertue  of  tiieir  vvarrant  di- 
reded  to  the  counfell  of  the  re- 
ucncvvcs,  which  haue  autho- 

ritie 
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ritic  to  rcceyue,  but  not  to  dif- 
burfe  one  penny  without  fpe- 
ciall  warrant  from  this  coun- 
fell,  which  onely  hath  power 
to  diflribute  the  Princes  mo- 
ney .  Aifo  to  con{ider  wyth 
whome  ey ther  peace ,  warre, 
league,or  truce^is  to  bee  made. 
Agaync,  wyth  whome  the 
Prince  ought  to  ioyne  in  true, 
or  £ayned  friendship,  and  how 
farre ,  howe  much ,  in  what 
Torr,  and  at  what  time ,  whi- 
ther fecretelye  or  openly  hee 
ought  to  ayde  his  friends. And 
therefore  this  counfell  hauing 
fo  great  matters  in  charge,  de- 
ferueth  well  to  bee  the  heade 
and  chicfc  of  al  the  other  coun- 
fells. 
The  thyrdc  counfell  is  forxhecoun- 

matters 
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fell  of  war,  matters  of  vvai*re ,  and  there- 

whcreof     f^j.^  jning  author  calleth  it  the 

hath  moft   counfell  of  vvarre,  vvhofe  of- 
ncede.       fice  is  to  fee  that  the  Prynces 
Tovvncs,Portes,6c  Frontiers, 
be  well  fortify  ed ,  and  to  vn- 
derftande  the  whole  Arte  and 
Difcipline  of  warre,  to  the  in- 
tent the  Prince  and  his  realme 
mayenot  oncly  bee  defended 
from  all  forreyne  power ,  but 
alfo  get  the  vidory  of  his  eni- 
mies ,  with  whome  he  shall 
hap  to  ioync  in  battayle .  And 
therefore  this  counfell  befidcs 
being  skilfiill  in  Fortification, 
in  taking  of  mufters  ,  in  tray- 
ning  of  Souldiours,  and  in  fet- 
ting  of  battayles  ought  alfo  to 
haue  in  prompe  memory  al  the 
former  vvarres  of  the  Prince 

and 
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and  of  his  predicefTors ,  and  to 
knovvc  hovvc  and  vpon  what 
occafion  thofe  wanes  were 
firft  begonnc,follovved,ended, 
and  what  fuccefle  they  had, 
and  howe  thofe  warres  diffe- 
red one  from  another  by  rea- 
fon  of  tyme,  and  what  condi- 
cions  of  peace  hauc  bene  offe- 
red or  receyued,  &c  vpon  what 
caufes.Alfo  to  confider  as  well 
the  force  of  the  enimy  and  of 
his  allyes  and  confederates ,  as 
of  the  Prince  and  his  confede- 
rates, and  to  compare  them  to- 
gither ,  that  they  may  knowc 
whythcr  they  bee  equall  in 
power ,  or  that  the  one  excel- 
leth  the  other,&  wherin,  as  in 
men,  armor,difcipline,vittails, 
femc,crcdit,money ,  friends  ,al- 

C.i.  lyes 
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lyes  and  fuch  lyke ,  vvy thout 
due  confideration  of  vvhichc 
things,  he  that  bcginneth  anyc 
vvarre,  cndeth  the  fame  roc 
the  moil  part  to  his  great  lofle, 
shame,  and  reproche,and  ther- 
fore  how  necefTary  this  coun- 
fell  is  to  a  Prince ,  it  is  cafic  y- 
nough  to  fee. 
PumeyouM  The  fourth  counfell  is  for 
prouifion  of  vittailes,  and  ther- 
fore  it  may  be  well  called  of  vs 
the  counfell  of  vittelers,or  pur- 
ueyours ,  vvhofe  charge  is  to 
furnishe  the  whole  ftate  with 
vittailes  both  in  time  of  peace, 
and  vvarre.  And  therefore  this 
counfell  had  neede  to  knowe 
euery  part  of  the  Countrie,and 
what  it  is  able  to  yceldc  and  to 
keepe  bookes  of  remembrances 

that 
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that  may e  shevve  them  at  all 
cymes  what  ftore  of  vittaylc 
there  is,  and  what  is  lacking, 
what  commeth  in ,  or  goeth 
out  by  fea  or  by  land^alfo  from 
whence  they  are  brought  and 
whyther  they  are  caryed ,  by 
what  way  e,  by  whome ,  in 
what  fort,  how  much ,  and  at 
what  tyme,  and  fuch  like  mat- 
ters appertayning  to  their  of- 
fice .  And  to  this  counfell  the 
Prince  shall  doe  well  to  referre 
al  matters  touching  lycences  of 
carying  out  corne,or  other  vit- 
uyle,  graunting  lyccncc  to  no 
perfon  to  carryc  oute  of  the 
realme  any  vitrayle ,  without 
the  confcnt  and  aduife  of  thys 
coun{id,wherby  the  fbate  shall 
not  onely  hauc  fufficient  al- 
C.2.  waycs 


32  OfCounfcIIs 

vvaycs  for  themfelues^but  alfo 
many  tymes  fuch  aboundancc 
as  they  may  helpe  their  friends 
and  louing  neighbors ,  in  their 
neede ,  whereas  contrarivvifc 
for  lackc  of  this  counfeU  ha- 
uing  this  authority  ,the  realmc 
many  times  fuffereth  great  fa- 
mine by  mcanes  that  a  few  co- 
uetous  perfons  preferring  their 
owne  priuatc  lucre  before  the 
profite  of  the  whole  common 
wealth,  by  money  and  friend- 
ship doe  procure  licences  of  the 
Prince,  to  cary  out  into  forrein 
places  that  vittaylc ,  whereby 
the  common  w^calth  at  home 
should  be  fufteyned.  Yea,  and 
many  tymes  for  vile  lucre  fake 
and  hope  of  s;reater  siaine,  doe 
lathecrelieuetheoiLesIthan 

the 
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the  fricndes  of  the  ftate,which 
through  vnkindenefTe  by  them 
conceyued  caufeth  offence,  yea 
and  fometime  breach  of  friend- 
ship. Moreouer  for  lack  of  this 
counfell,  vvarres  are  made  ma- 
ny times  in  Countries,wheras 
no  meate  is  to  be  had  for  man, 
or  beaft ,  fo  as  the  army  e  is  no 
fooner  in  the  fielde ,  but  it  fuf- 
fereth  cxtreeme  hunger,  and  is 
therby  forced  to  returnc  imme- 
diately home  agaync  vvyth 
shame  ynough ,  or  to  make 
peace>  or  truce ,  ey  ther  oute  of 
tyme,or  elfe  with  fuch  condi- 
cionsjas  are  not  mccte,nor  ho- 
norable, whereby  the  Prince 
lofeth  his  cftimation  amongeft 
ftraungcrs ,  and  gcttcth  the  na- 
tred of  his ovvnc people.  For 

C.3.         two 
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two  thinges  makes  the  people 
to  loue  the  Prince,thac  is, to  be 
defended  from  the  opprefsion 
ofthemightyc,  and  to  bee  in 
league  vvyth  thofc  Nations, 
without  whomc  they  can  not 
well  traffi^^uc. 
Thccoftion     The  fifre  counfell  is  touch- 
place,        ing  matters  of  lavvc ,  vvhofc 
charge  is  to  appoint  as  manyc 
and  as  fcvvc  officers  as  shall 
Thcfc     fecmc  requifitc  to  minifter  iu- 

Soc'bclong  ^^^^  ^"  cim\[  caufes  through- 
to  our  high  out  the  whole  ftatc ,  and  thys 
Courtc  of   counfel  muft  hauc  authority  to 
arlamcnt.  jj^^g  lavvcs,  to  rcpeale  lawes, 
to  reformc  lawes,and  to  inter- 
prete  lawes,  for  lack  of  which 
counfcU  great  wrongs  arc  fuf- 
frcd,  and  many  difordcrs  com- 
mitted in  all  common  wealths 

to 
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to  the  great  decay  of  the  ftatc, 
and  fetting  vp  and  aduauncing 
of  a  few  Lavveyers  and  aduo- 
cates ,  which  ia  thcfc  daycs 
may  boldly  rob  and  fpoyle  the 
poorc  commons,  without  any 
feare  of  punishment  or  correc- 
tion. 

The  Cixt  counfell  is  touching  Tk  kings 
cryminall  caufes ,  and  thcrforc  ^^^^ 
it  may  be  called  the  counfell  of 
corredion,  thys  counfell  muft 
haue  authoritye  to  iudge  and 
giue  fentence  of  all  crymes  co- 
mittedany  maner  of  w^ay,and 
to  punishe  the  offenders  accor- 
ding to  the  iawes  of  the  coun- 
trie. 

The  fcaucnth  counfell  is  tou-  Thcvlw'te- 
chins;  rcvvardes  to  be  eiuen  by  ^J^®' «»"« 

1     1?  •  /•    t        ^1  r  of  reward*. 

the  Prince  to  fuch  as  defenie, 

and 
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and  therefore  it  mayc  be  very e 
vvel  called  the  rewarding  cou- 
fell,  for  the  office  of  this  coun- 
fell  is  to  know  who  deferueth 
well,  and  who  doth  not ,  and 
to  enforme  the  Prince  thereof, 
to  the  intent  the  Princes  beni- 
fites  be  not  euill  beftowedrand 
therefore  the  Prince  shall  doc 
well,  not  to  giue  any  tewardc 
wythout  the  aduice  of  thys 
counfell.  And  for  lack  of  fuch  a 
counfell ,  we  fee  for  the  moft 
part  in  Princes  Courts  that  the 
vertuousfort  which  comma- 
ly  be  no  crauers,  are  fildome  or 
neuer  confideted ,  and  fuch  as 
leaft  deferue ,  are  alwayes  beft 
rewarded .  The  Prince  being 
thus  furnished  with  thefe  dy- 
uers  counfels  shall  bee  able  to 

difpatch 
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difpatch  more  matters ,  than 
when  the  whole  charge  lyeth 
onely  vpon  two  or  three  per- 
fons ,  by  whofe  long  delayes 
the  Princes  fubiedes  are  now^c 
forced  to  confumc  themfelues 
in  continuall  way  ting,  for  dif- 
patch  of  bufineffe ,  and  yet  as 
mine  author  fay  th,  the  ambiti- 
on and  couetoufnefTe  of  fome 
counfelers  is  fuch ,  as  they  can 
not  fuffer  to  haue  any  partiners 
in  their  doings ,  bicaufe  they 
will  haue  all  the  honor,and  all 
the  gayne  to  themfelues,  eftce- 
ming  more  their  owne  priuatc 
lucre,  thanthcprofiteofthe 
common  wealthjwhich  kindc 
of  men  are  vnmete  to  be  coun- 
felers ,  bee  they  neuer  fo  wife. 
And  to  the  intent  that  thefe 
D.I.         feauea 


38  OfCounfells 

fcaucn  coimfells  before  men- 
tioned ,  may  not  be  reduced  all 
to  one ,  in  fuch  fort  as  two  or 
three  perfons  should  rule  alljas 
commonlyc  is  feene  in  moft 
places  now  a  daycs  .It  is  requi- 
fite  therefore  that  no  counfclcr 
be  fuf&ed  to  be  of  diuers  coun- 
fells  at  once,  but  to  tcndeonc 
alone,  medling  vYxth  no  mat- 
ters of  any  other  counfell ,  but 
onely  with  thofe ,  which  ap- 
pertayneth  to  that  counfell, 
wherevnto  hec  is  called .  But 
nowe ,  to  order  thefe  feauen 
coufcUs  rightly,it  were  neede- 
full  to  wryte  feauen  Bookes, 
declaring  al  the  particuler  parts 
and  circumfhunces  that  belong 
vnto  cuery  one  of  the  faid  cou- 
rdls,butfor  fo  much  as  it  were 

afu- 


and  Counfelers. 

a  fupcrfluous  thing  to  rcpeatc 
in  cucry  one  of  thofe  bokes,all 
the  qualities  that  be  rcquifite  in 
thofe  counfelers  that  arc  to  bee 
admy  tted  into  any  of  the  fore- 
fay  de  counfeils ,  and  fpeciallyc 
fuch  qualities,not  di£rcring  ve- 
rve much  one  from  another .  I 
tnought  it  beft  therefore  to 
fpen£  this  booke  in  making 
one  difcourfe  of  that  matter  for 
all,  vvhich  here  foUoweth, 

What  a  counfelcr  is, 

and  what  qualities 

heoughtto 

baue. 

A  Counfeler  is  a  fufBciet  per- 
■^fon ,  chofcn  by  the  Prince, 

D.2«       mccce 
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mccte  to  feme  in  fomc  one  of 
the  forefaide  counfels,  and  able 
to  difcharge  hys  dutie  therein. 
In  which  defuiition  two  thin- 
ges  are  to  be  confideredjthat  is, 
the  fufficientcie  of  the  manne, 
and  the  choyfc  of  the  Prince^of 
both  whicn  things  we  mindc 
to  fpeake  :  but  firfi  of  the  fulB- 
cientcy  of  the  mannc ,  which 
confifteth  in  two  poynts,  that 
is,in  the  qualities  of  the  mind, 
and  in  the  qualities  of  the  bo- 
dye. 

The  qualities  of  the  minde 
requifitein  anye  counfeler  in 
gcnerall^are  in  number  as  mine 
Author  fayth.xv.that  is, 

1  To  be  wife. 

2  To  be  eloquent. 

3  To  fpeake  dyuers  languages. 

To 
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To  be  a  good  Hyftoriographcr.  4 
Tobeagood  Morall  Philofo-  T 
phcr. 

To  be  politique.  ^ 

To  be  a  traueler,  7 

To  knowe  the  force  as  well  of    S 
hys  Prince,as  of  his  cnymics 
andneyghboiirs. 

To  loue  hys  common  wealth,    9 
andtoprererretheprofitc,  and 
honor  thereof  before  his  ownc 
gaine  and  eftimation. 
To  haue  a  right  iudgcmcnt  in    lo 
all  thinges  without  partialitic, 
efteeminghoneftie  and  truthc 
more  than  friende  or  kinfman, 
and  to  be  no  maintainer  of  any 
fed  or  faftion ,  which  be  pc- 
rillous  members  in  anye  com- 
mon wealth. 

To  be  iuft  in  corrcding  the    1 1 
D.3.  euiil 
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cuili  without  rygour ,  and  in 
rewarding  the  good  according 
to  their  due  defertcs. 

12  TobelibcralL 

13  To  be  benificiall  towards  his 
common  wealth. 

14  To  be  afEble,  that  is  to  fayc, 
courteous  and  gentle ,  in  hys 
fpeech  and  behauiour  towards 
all  fortes  of  men ,  both  poore 
and  ryche. 

J  y  And  finally,  to  hauc  a  noble, 
ftovvte ,  couragious,and  con- 
ftant  minde,  not  fearing  to  lofc 
both  lyfc  and  goodes  for  the 
truth  fake.  All  which  qualities 
mine  author  might  cafdy  hauc 
reduced  into  thefe  fine  generall 
kindes :  that  iSjPtudencc,  Scy- 
ence ,  lufticc ,  Fortytude,  and 
Temperauncc.  For  vndcr  Pru- 
dence 
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dcnce  are  comprehended  the 
firft,  chefixc/caucnthA  cyghc 
quality, for  there  is,p«.  v  dbntxa, 

MONASTICA,  OOMESTICA^andPO- 
UTICA.  The  firft  wherof,teach- 
cth  a  man  to  gouerne  himCelfe, 
leading  a  fole  lyfe,  the  feconde, 
to  gouerne  a  familye ,  and  the 
third,to  rule  a  common  vvelth, 
which  requireth  fuche  poUicic 
and  experience  as  he  talketh  of* 
Vnder  Science  may  be  compre- 
hended the  feconde,  the  thirdc, 
the  fourth,  and  fift  qualitic:and 
vnder  Iufttce,the  ninth,  tenths 
leauenth,tvvelfth,&  thirteenth 
qualitie :  vnder  Temperauncc, 
the  fourteenth  :and  vnder  For- 
titude the  fifteenth,and  manye 
others ,  which  mine  Author 
a$l  fuppofe  leaucth  out  of  pur- 

pofe. 
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pofc ,  thinking  thcfe  fufficicnt 
(  as  I  take  it )  yea,  and  perhaps 
more  than  arc  to  bee  founde  in 
fomc  counfelers  in  thcfe  daies, 
and  therefore  though  I  haue  a 
good  vvyll  to  treate  of  thcfe 
thinges  in  another  order ,  yet 
for  his  {ake  that  delyuercd  mee 
the  booke,I  will  follow  mine 
Authors  order ,  briefely  decla- 
ring the  vfes  of  the  forefaydc 
iifteene  qualityes ,  and  what 
caufes  mooued  hym  to  thinke 
them  moft  neceflary  for  a  cou- 
fcler,8c  finally  how  the  Prince 
shall  knowe  by  tryall,  and  not 
by  relation,whither  his  coun- 
feler  hath  fuch  qualities  or  not: 
VVherby  it  fcemeth  that  mine 
Author  fuppofeth,  the  Prince 
to  bee  endued  wyth  all  rhefc 

qualities 
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c|ualicies  hymTdfe,  for  other- 
wife  I  fee  not  how  he  should 
bee  able  ryghtlye  to  iudgc  of 
them. 

Well  then  the  firft  qualitie  Aliody 
is,as  he  (ay  th,to  haue  a  quickc  vvytte. 
and  liuely  vvy  tte,vvhich  is  the 
beginning,  meane,  andcnde  of 
all  noble  enterprifes ,  without 
the  which  all  other  vcrtucs  do 
little  preuay  Ic  .  For  w^c  fee  by 
experience  that  the  rude  wy  tte 
with  great  labor  Sc  dilygence, 
(ildome  or  neuer ,  attay neth  to 
that  knowledge  or  iuagement, 
which  the  fine  wv t  getteth  in 
short  fpacc,8c  witn  little  paine. 
Neyther  doe  rude  wyttes  cuer 
attempt  anye  worthyc  entcr- 
prifc :  wherefore  to  haue  a  fine 
wy t  is  a  thing  moft  needefuil 

£.1.  CO 
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to  any  e  counfclcr .  V  Vhichc, 
why  thcr  he  hath  fo  or  not,thc 
Prince  ought  to  knovvc  by 
try  all  of  the  manne,  and  not  by 
information  or  relation  of  o- 
thers .  And  fuch  tryall  is  to  bee 
had  two  maner  of  wayes ,  by 
his  vvordes,  and  by  his  deedes, 
for  the  wife  man  commonlyc 
doth  not  taike  of  fuch  matters, 
nor  in  fuch  fort  as  the  common 
fort  doth  5  ney  thcr  be  liis  wor- 
des  or  phrafes  lykc  vnto  theirs, 
his  talkc  is  graue  and  wife;  hee 
is  readye  in  aunfwering,  and 
quick  of  vnderftanding,andca~ 
(ie  to  bee  vnderftoode  in.  decla- 
ring any  thing.  He  is  pleafaunt 
in  matters  of  fporr,  and  in  ear- 
ned caufes  gcauc  and  circum- 
fpcdl.  And  finally ,hc  is  abk  Co 

vfc 
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vfetalke  meete  for  all  compa- 
nyes  5  wy thout  breaking  the 
bounds  of  comclynefle,  due  to 
his  calling.  Novveas  touching 
his  deedes  they  are  knovvnc  by 
his  adiuitie ,  and  by  hys  dily- 
gence  vfed  in  reading,Yvriting, 
and  conferring  with  wife  and 
learned  men,  and  inprailiiing 
vvy th  men  of  e:jq)erience ,  and 
with  men  of  dyuers  nations. 
For  with  fuche  the  wife  man 
will  acquaint  himfclfe ,  to  the 
intent  he  may  know  aU  things 
andbeeignoraunt  in  nothing. 
But  the  dull  and  groflc  wytted 
man  doth  cleane  contrarye^  for 
he  giuing  himfelfe  to  floth  ^  to 
belly  cheere,  to  lewd  company 
and  to  vaine  paftimes ,  abhor- 
reth  the  comjanyc  of  the  wife 

£.2.  and 
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and  learned  fort  Sc  vttctly  ncg- 
letoh  all  vcrtuous  cxercy  fcs . 
The  fccondo  qualitic,  mcete 
no^uenee,  for  a  counfder  is  to  be  eloquent 
(o  the  intent  he  may  be  able  to 
pcrfvvade  or  difvvade ,  to  ac- 
cufe,or  todefcndc,  to  prayfc,or 
difpray  fc ,  to  rcioy  ce  or  to  for- 
row  with  othcrs,to  cntcrtainc 
AmbafTadours  wy  th  pleafaunc 
talke  or  to  doe  any  meflage,  or 
Ambaffagc  from  the  Prince,  al- 
fo  in  time  of  tumults  and  com- 
motions j  the  eloquent  counfc- 
ler  with  his  authority  Sc  good 
perfwafion ,  may  c  caufe  much 
quictnelTe^and  profite  the  com- 
mon wealth  dyuers  waycs. 
Nowe  why thcr  the  counfeler 
be  eloquent  or  not ,  the  Prince 
mayc  knowe  pardye  by  hys 

words. 
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words,and  partly  by  his  deeds, 
for  by  ofc  talking  with  him,he 
shall  know  his  order  of  fpeech, 
what  wordes  and  phrales  hee 
commonly  vfcth,  and  he  maye 
caufc  hym  to  tell  fome  talc  or 
Hyftorye,  marking  him  hovve 
hebeginnerh,dcuideth,  follo- 
vvith^and  cndeth  the  {ame,and 
with  what  grace  8c  proprietie 
of  words,alfo  how  he  delateth 
orabridgeth  the  fame.  Againe, 
the  Prince  may  know  hym  by 
his  deeds,  by  confidering  what 
Mayfters  he  had  to  teachc  him, 
alfo  what  diligence  he  vfcd,  8c 
what  time  he  cmploied  thcrin, 
why  ther  he  made  anye  worke 
or  not,  8c  to  examine  the  fame; 
or  fiiy  ning  that  hee  hath  fome 
Ambaifage  of  impoctaunce  to 

E.3,         fende 
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fende  fomevvhy ther,  he  maye 
caufe  him  to  endight  the  fame 
in  his  ovvne  prefence. 
Knowledge  The  thirde  qualitie  of  the 
of  tongues,  juinde  mcete  for  a  counfeler  is 
to  haue  dyuers  tongues  and 
languages,  to  the  intent  that 
when  nee  is  fent  in  meflage  to 
any  forreyne  Prince ,  hee  shall 
not  neede  the  helpe  of  anye 
trufshen^an  or  Interpreter  to 
tell  his  tale.  Which  Interpre- 
ters many  tymes  by  adding  to, 
or  taking  firo ,  doe  hynder  the 
famcj^or  elfc  do  not  tell  it  with 
fuch  grace,  nor  to  fo  good  pur- 
pofe  as  he  hymfelfe  vvoulde. 
Moreouer,  by  hauing  the  tong 
of  the  countric,  where  he  fer- 
ueth,  he  shall  the  better  vndcr- 
ftande  themaners,  rightcs,  and 

cuilomes. 
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cuftomes,and  all  the  fecrctes  of 
the  fame,  and  Spies  will  more 
gladly  conferre  with  him,  and 
rcueale  to  hym  alone,  that 
which  they  would  not  wyl- 
lingly  doe  in  the  prefence  of  a 
thirde  perfon  .  And  the  Prince 
of  the  country  will  delight  the 
more  in  him ,  who  fometymc 
shall  haue  occafion  to  declare 
fome  fccret  to  the  AmbafTador 
or  mefTenger, which  he  would 
haue  no  other  man  to  knowc, 
therefore  how  needcfuU  thys 
qualitieistoacounfeler,  it  is 
cafie  ynough  to  fee ,  whichc 
quality, whither  the  counfeler 
natli  or  not ,  the  Prince  ought 
to  knowc  by  tryali,  as  by  ma- 
king him  to  wry  tc  or  fpeakc 
fome  thing  in  thofe  tongues 

wherein 
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wherein  he  should  be  skilful!. 
The  tongues  ncccflkiye  for  an 
English  counfeler  in  mine  opi- 
on  are  thefe.  Lateen,  Frenchc, 
Spannishe,Flemmishe ,  highc 
Dutch,and  Italian,for  with  all 
thefe  nations  wee  haue  manyc 
tymes  to  doe. 
Reaclingof  The  fourth  qualitie  belon- 
Hy&otks,  gij^g  to  a  counfeler ,  is  to  bee  a 

good  Hyftoriographer ,  that  is 
to  faye,to  haue  feene  and  redde 
as  well  the  Hyftories  of  olde 
tymes  as  of  late  dayes,  and  fpe- 
cially  thofe  that  appertaync  to 
theftate  wherein  he  ferueth. 
Andalfo  theHyftories  of  the 
friends,  neighbors,and  enimies 
to  the  fame  flate ,  whereby 
more  knowledge  and  experi- 
ence is  to  bee  gotten ,  than  by 

any 
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any  thing  elfe/or  Hyftories  be 
no  other  thing  but  a  collecti- 
on of  dyuers  experiences  of  all 
tymes,and  of  all  fortes  of  men. 
VVherfore,  a  dyligent  Hyfto- 
riographer ,  vvhicn  rcadcth  to 
further  his  knovvledge^and  not 
to  pleafe  his  eares,  can  be  igno- 
rauut  ill  nothing  that  apper- 
taines  to  gouernement,  be  it  in 
time  ofwarre  or  peace.  For  he 
feeth  8c  knovveth  al  the  llcy  tes 
8i  fine  pollicics  that  hath  beene 
vfedin  eytherof  both  tymes, 
Ncyther  is  it  pofsible  for  anyc 
man,  Uue  hce  neuer  fo  long,  to 
get  by  hys  ovvne  experience, 
the  tenth*  part  of  that  know- 
ledge which  a  diligent  readct 
of  Hyftories  shall  obtayne  in 
fewcyeres.  For  whereas  the 

F.I.         man 


54 


OfCounfells 

man  of  experience  in  his  tyme 
perhaps  feeth  a  fmall  number 
of  bactayles,  flcirmishes,  befie- 
gings ,  fedicionSjtumults, brea- 
king vp  of  vvarres,leagues,pea- 
ccSj  and  fuch  lyke  matters ,  the 
Hyftoriographer  knovveth  an 
infinite  number  of  fuch  things, 
togither  with  the  beginning, 
proceeding,  and  ending  of  tnc 
fame.  Alfo  he  knovveth  the  beft 
vvaye  of  gouernment,  belon- 
ging to  a  common  wealth  or 
kingdome,and  hovve  to  main- 
taine  the  fame,  and  to  encreafc 
the  power  thereof,  byreafon 
that  he  hath  redde  of  fo  manyc 
common  wealthes  and  king- 
domes  ,  and  knowne  by  what 
mcancs  thev  haue  increafed  or 
decayed,  therefore  nothing  is 

more 
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more  necefTary  for  a  counfeler, 
than  to  bee  a  diligent  reader  of 
Hyflories,  which  whither  he 
be  fo  or  not ,  the  Prince  maye 
knoweby  tryall ,  as  by  asking 
hym  fuche  queflions  as  thele 
are,  how  many  chaunges  hath 
the  crown  of  England^Frauncc 
or  Spayne  fuffred  >  what  femi- 
lies  hath  poflefTed  it  ?  by  what 
meanes,how  longtime,  and 
what  was  the  caufe  of  euery  c 
chaunge>  and  ho  we  manye  of 
eueryc  familye  raygned ,  and 
which  of  thofe  had  moft  or 
leaft  fame?  how  many  warres 
euery  one  of  them  made ,  for 
what  caufe,  with  whom,and 
in  what  time,  and  howe  fuch 
warres  were  firft  begonnc  and 
ended  >  alfo  to  askc  hym  what 
V.Z,        notable 
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notable  battaylcs  hath  bcene 
cuer  fince  the  birth  of  Chrift, 
cy  thcr  in  EnglandCjFraunce^or 
Spayne,  who  hath  vvonne,  8c 
who  hath  loft,  Sc  to  shew  the 
caufc  thereof.  Alfo  to  aske  him 
what  feditions  and  tumultes 
hath  bene  in  any  of  thofe  cou- 
tries,  vpon  what  caufe  fuch  fe- 
ditions were  made,  what  hurt 
or  good  they  dyd ,  and  howc 
they  were  appeafed,  to  which 
and  fuch  like  queftions ,  if  the 
counfelcr  can  aunfwere  readi- 
ly, there  is  no  doubt  but  he  is  a 
good  Hyftoriographer,and  can 
vfe  hys  knowledge  to  good 
purpofe,  when  tymcand  occa- 
(ion  shall  ferue. 
Morall         The  fifte  qualitic  is  to  bee  a 
philofophy.  good  Moroll  Phylofophcc ,  to 

die 
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the  intent  hee  maye  perfitely 
knovve  the  ende  and  true  vfe  of 
cuery  venue,  vvherin  it  confi{^ 
teth ,  and  hovve  farre  it  exten- 
dethj  for  lack  of  which  know- 
ledge, many  doe  accompt  rudc- 
nelie  8c  ignoraunce  to  be  plainc 
dealing,  pride  to  bee  magnani- 
mitie,  modeftye  to  be  coward- 
lynefle,  and  foolishe  hardineflc 
to  be  fortitude,and  to  be  short, 
doe  take  vcrtue  for  vice,  &  vice 
for  vcrtue.  In  all  counfcUs  and 
deliberatios,  the  firft  thing  that 
men  doe  confult  of,  is  whither 
the  thing  they  go  about,  be  ho- 
neft  or  not ,  &  if  the  counfeler 
knoweth  not  wherein  honcf- 
tie  con{ifteth,and  hovve  farre  it 
extendeth,he  can  ney  thcr  make 
wife  dclibcration,nor  good  re- 
F<3         folution. 
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folution.  Morcouci',in  appoin- 
ting oiFices  to  meete  perfons,6c 
in  rewarding  euery  man  accor- 
ding to  his  deferts ,  the  know- 
ledge of  the  vertues  is  fo  necef- 
fary,  as  a  counfeler  can  not  bee 
without  it .  The  Prince  mayc 
knovve  whyther  his  counfeler 
hath  fuche  knowledge  or  not, 
by  demaunding  hym  fuch  lykc 
queftions  as  thefe  are .  What 
things  bee  needefull  to  the  ob- 
taining of  the  chiefe  felicitie  in 
thys  lyfe  >  what  is  Prudence  > 
what  is  luftice  >  what  is  For- 
ty tude  >  and  what  partes  they 
haue,  w^hy  ther  it  be  better  for 
a  Prince  to  be  couetous  or  pro- 
digall,  and  w^hich  of  thofe  ex- 
treemcs  drawe  nigheft  to  the 
vertue  of  liberalitic  ?  wherein 

de- 
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clemency  doth  confift,  Sc  whi- 
ther it  be  better  to  be  ouer  mer- 
cy full,  or  to  feuere,  and  ho  we 
many  wayes  a  man  maye  of- 
fend againft  Fortitude?  Againc, 
wherein  magnificencie  doth 
confift ,  and  what  contraries  it 
hath  .  The  Prince  alfo  mayc 
knowc  hys  councelers  skill  in 
thefe  matters  by  hys  doinges, 
ftudies,  and  trade  of  lyfe. 

The  fixt  qualitie  is  to  be  pol-  Pollide. 
litike,  that  is  to  fay,  to  be  prac- 
tifed  in  goucrnement ,  both  in 
time  of  peace  and  warrc ,  for 
the  office  of  the  Prince,  is  not 
onely  to  gouerne  well  his  peo- 
ple ,  but  alfo  to  defende  them 
from  all  violence  .  And  there- 
fore the  counfeler  had  neede  to 
be  skilful!  as  well  in  martiall 

afFayrcs, 
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afFayrcs ,  as  in  cyuill  gouemc- 
mciit.  And  firll  as  touching  cy- 
uill gouernmet,he  muft  knovv 
that  euerye  common  wealth 
confifteth  of  two  pacts, which 
I  maye  call  here  for  difference 
fake,the  body  and  the  foule.By 
the  body  I  meane  the  habitati- 
ons or  dwelling  places,  wher- 
in  the  aire  firfl  is  to  be  confidc- 
red ,  as  why ther  it  bee  hotc, 
colde ,  or  temperate ,  then  the 
fey te  thereof,  as  whyther  it  be 
neare  to  fome  Sea ,  running 
flreame,or  flanding  water,alfo 
whyther  fuch  fcyte  be  high,or 
low,dry,or  moyll,  in  fruitful! 
foyle  or  barren  grounde,  nighe 
to,  or  fiirre  fro  the  enimic.  AI- 
fotowhatvvindes  it  is  moft 
fubied ,  for  according  to  thefc 

confi- 
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confiderations ,  the  ftrcetcs  in 
Cities  or  towncs  ought  to  bee 
madefy  vyde,or  toy  te,open  to 
onevvindc,  and  shut  to  ano- 
ther, according  as  they  be  good 
or  hurtful! ,  the  market  places 
aptly  placed,  and  the  houfes 
built  in  fuch  order,  and  hauing 
fuch  shape,  as  is  moft  neceffary 
and  conuenicnt  to  ferue  al  pur- 
pofes.  VVherby  it  feemeth  by 
Jny  Authors  vvordes ,  that  the 
counfeler  had  ncede  to  be  skil* 
full  in  Archite^ure,  which  in 
deede  is  a  noble  Scyence ,  and 
neceflary  to  all  men ,  but  fpeci- 
allyeto  counfelers  and  Magi- 
ftrates  .  By  the  fovvlc  of  the 
conunon  wealth  >  ismentthe 
goucrnmet  of  the  fame,  vvhcr- 
in  firft  is  to  bcc  confidcrcd ,  of 
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what  mancr  of  forme  it  is ,  as 
whither  it  be  gouerned  by  one 
oneiyKingor  Prince,  as  the 
Kingdome  of  Spaync ,  Portu- 
gale,  and  Caftyil :  or  by  noble 
men  onely,as  Venice  novve,or 
as  Sparta  in  olde  ty  me  paft :  or 
by  the  comon  people ,  as  now 
in  oure  daycs  the  Cyties  of 
Swyzerland ,  called  the  Can- 
town  cs:  or  by  the  king  and  his 
nobles ,  as  the  Kyngdome  of 
Denmarke,and  as  Rome  when 
it  had  kings:  or  by  the  king  and 
his  commons,  as  for  a  certayne 
ty  me  the  Empire  of  Perfia  was 
gouerned :  or  by  Nobles  and 
commons  togytncr ,  as  Rome 
after  they  had  put  downc  there 
kings  and  cholcn  Confulls  and 
Trybunes :  Sc  the  lyke  gouern- 

ment 
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ment  was  in  Laccdemony  and 
Athens, 8c  in  our  tyme  in  Flo- 
raimceandSeane,  and  dyuers 
other  common  wealths  in  Ita- 
lic ;  or  whither  it  be  goucrncd 
by  a  kingjiis  nobles, and  com- 
mons,all  three  togither ,  as  the 
Empire  of  Almanic  ,  the  king- 
dome  of  Pollonia,of  Arragon 
in  Spayne  y  and  alfo  of  Eng- 
lande,  and  in  eueryc  one  of 
thefegoucrnmencs  >  the  coun- 
feler  ought  to  knowc  howe, 
and  by  what  meanes  the  ftatc 
may  be  preferued ,  augmented, 
or  decay ed, what  pcrilles  maye 
happe,  and  how  the  fame  may 
be  remedyed  with  left  trouble, 
cofte ,  and  cxpences  .  What 
lawcs  and  Magiftrats  aremoft 
meete  and  ncccUary  for  cuerye 
G.2 .       goucrn« 
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gouernment.  For  it  is  vnpofsi^ 
ble  for  the  counfelcr  that  is  ig- 
noraunt  in  thefe  thinges,  to  re- 
medy all  fuch  diforders  as  may 
chauncc.  Ney  ther  can  he  coun- 
fell  his  Prince  hovve  to  behauc 
himfelfe  vvyth  this  friende,  or 
that  confederate ,  with  this  or 
that  foe,nor  know  how  much 
the  one  may  further  hym ,  and 
the  other  hynder  hym .  Thus 
muchc  of  cyuiil  gouernment. 
Nowc  as  touching  Marshall 
afi&yres  or  warlyke  pollicye, 
the  counfeler  ought  to  knowe 
fuch  circumflaunces  as  doe  be- 
long to  a  goodSouIdiour,Cap- 
taine,or  generall,as  how  Soul- 
dyours  are  to  be  leauied^  muf* 
tred ,  and  armed ,  howe  they 
should  Marche^ow  to  be  en- 
camped, 
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camped,  how  to  fight ,  howe 
to  rctire,hovv  a  Campe  should 
be  fortified,  and  how  a  towne 
should  be  bcfieged  or  defended, 
and  finally,  all  fuch  thinges  as 
doe  appertayne  to  the  Arte  of 
warre  .  But  no  we  to  knowe 
w^hy  ther  the  counfeler  be  thus 
poUitike  or  not,thc  prince  may 
trye  hym ,  by  asking  thcfc  or 
fuch  like  queftions  here  follo- 
wing .  As  why  ther  it  be  bet- 
ter to  builde  a  Citic  in  a  fertyll 
or  barren  foyle?  which  winds 
arc  to  be  barred  from  an  habi- 
tation or  dwelling  place?  how 
manyewaycs  aftatcot  king- 
dome  is  woont  to  bee  loft  >  by 
what  meanes  the  good  go- 
uernement  of  anyc  common 
wealth  i$  decayed }  of  what 
G,3«  caufes 
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caufes  feditions  and  rebellions 
doe  fpring  >  how  they  may  be 
oppreffed  I  vvherin  the  power 
or  a  Prince  doth  confift  >  why- 
ther  in  riches,or  in  good  Soul- 
diers  ?  how  manye  waies  one 
Prince  vvy  thout  {launder  may 
make  waure  vppon  another 
Prince,  that  bath  giuen  no  iuit 
occafion  thercvnto  ?  why ther 
it  be  better  to  tarie  the  cnimyc 
at  our  owne  home,  or  to  feeke 
him  at  his  home,  how  manyc 
things  a  Prince  hath  to  confi- 
dcr  before  he  enter  into  warre> 
and  being  cntred,  hovvcmany 
before  he  fight  any  ebattayle? 
and  hauins  fought  Jiow  many 
things  he  hath  to  coniider  after 
he  hath  wonnc  or  loft  the  vic- 
tode.  To  which  and  fuch  like 

que- 
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queftions>  if  he  can  rightly  and 
readily  anfwcre,  he  is  worthy 
to  bee  called  a  poUitike  coun- 
felcr. 

The  fcaucnth  qualiticbelon-  x,jmeiing 
gingtoacounfeler  is  to  beeaofCouo- 
traueler  and  to  hauc  feenc  not  ^^' 
onely  all  the  terretories  of  hys 
Prince ,  but  alfo  manye  other 
Countries,  and  fpecially  thofc 
thacbcc  cyther  friendes  oreni- 
mies  to  his  prince/o  as  he  may 
vnderfhnde  their  gouernment 
both  in  time  of  peace  Sc  warrc, 
and  their  reuenewcs  as  well 
ordinary  as  extraordinary:  alfo 
how  the  Princes  and  the  fub- 
iefts  of  thofe  countries  do  like 
one  of  another,  and  how  they 
agree  or  difame  amongefl 
thcmfelues ,  or  what  power 

they 
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they  be,  what  Forts  Sc  Holdes 
they  haue,hovv  they  are  main- 
tayned  and  kept,  what  trade  of 
lyfe  and  traffique  the  common 
people  vfeth ,  of  what  nature, 
difpofition  and  manners  they 
be,and  fuch  like  things  necelTa- 
rie  to  beknowne .  VVythouc 
confidcrationofw^hich  things, 
who  fo  traucleth  into  ftraunge 
countries  fpendeth  his  tyme  in 
vaync ,  as  the  yong  Napolitan 
that  had  bcene  at  Rome,  and  at 
hys  returne,  coulde  render  no 
good  accompt  of  his  trauclle  to 
the  Prince  that  gauehim  Icaue 
to  go  abroade ,  but  onely  how 
hchadfeene  walles,  towers, 
cyties ,  townes,  hyllcs,  dales, 
iioudes,trees,and  burshes,of  all 
which  things  he  had  plenty  at 

home, 
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homc,anci  therefore  was  com- 
maunded  by  the  Prince  from 
thencefoorth  co  tarye  ftyll  at 
home .  But  the  wife  traueiler 
obfcruech  fuch  profitable  thin- 
ges  as  ate  before  tolde,  and  ma- 
ny more  very  diligently,  dc  by 
comparing  tne  ftraunge  coun- 
tries J&rft  one  with  another,  Sc. 
then  all  thofe  with  his  owne, 
is  able  to  iudge  of  the  gouern- 
ment  of  hys  owne  countrie, 
howegoodoreuill  it  h,  and 
knoweth  how  to  roote  out  all 
abufes  and  euiU  cufix)me$,  and 
to  plant  good  in  their  i^ead.He 
knowctn  howe  to  cntertayne 
ftraungcrsj>ethey  friends,foes, 
or  newtralls,  by  reafon  that  he 
ts  acquainted  with  their  man- 
ners and  conditions  >  Sc  can  asv 

H.I.  ply 


70  OfCounicIls 

ply  his  vvordes,  vvrycing,  and 

deedes ,  according  as  the  condi* 

tion  of  the  men,  of  the  matter, 

of  the  tymc ,  and  of  the  Prince 

shall  require  >  knowing  both 

the  commodities  and  difcom- 

modities  of  tymcs  and  places, 

vvhcrby  the  Prince  or  his  cou- 

fell  canneuerbee  deceyued  in 

any  thing ,  by  wrong  or  felfe 

information  of  ftraungers,ney- 

cher  shall  hee  neede  to  depends 

vppon  their  iudgcment .  The 

Prmce  to  knowe  why  thcr  his 

counfekr  bee  a  traueiler ,  and 

what  profite  hee  hath  reaped 

th  ercby ,  may  e  queftion  wy  th 

him  in  this  wile.  How  many 

myles  contayneth  the  length 

of  Frauncc,  and  how  many  in 

breadth ,  and  aifo  how  many  e 

in 
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in  circute,  what  notable  cities, 
tovvncs ,  and  Vniucrfities  it 
hath  >  Sc  fpecially  what  holdcs 
and  Fortes  ?  And  on  what  fide 
the  countric  is  moft  ea^e  to  be 
inuadedy  what  floudes  and 
ftreames  it  hath  that  bee  not 
wadablc ,  what  vertue  or  vice 
is  mofl  proper  or  peculyer  to 
the  Frenchmen,  and  in  what 
thing  they  moft  ddyght  >  alfo 
wherin  tne  nobilitie  of  Frauce 
diffcreth  from  the  nobilitie  of 
Englande  >  and  wherein  their 
people  diifcr from  oures  >  how 
much  their  buildings  di£cr  fro 
ouresl  whicli  of  the  two  kings 
of  Fraunce  and  Englande  hath 
mofr  abfolure  power  ?  vppon 
what  oaafionsand  howcthe 
people  of  Fraunce  is  wont  to 
H.2..  with- 
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witWlandc  their  prince  >  And 
wherein  their  feruitude  difFc- 
reth  from  the  feruitude  of  our 
people^hoYV  the  king  of  Frauce 
IcauyethhisSouldiours?  how 
they  ate  cxearcifed  and  tray ned> 
And  in  nurching  through  the 
countrie ,  what  order  is  taken 
and  what  prouifion  is  made, 
that  the  poorccountcicmasn  be 
not  fpoylcd  nor  molested  by 
them  ^  The  like  qucfcions  may 
bee  dcmramded  o£  aaye  other 
couatritr ,  or  wyithout  asking 
thefc  qiicfHon^  it  is  eafie  to  pcr- 
ceyueby  his  owcetallcc  or  the 
countries  where  he  hath  bene, 
what  profite  he  hath^thered. 
For  if  hebcalvrayes  ready  cy- 
therto  condemne  Ihaimgc  cou- 
tries  and  their  cuftomes  or  go- 

uernment 
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ucrnment  and  to  prayfe  hys 
ownc,  or  clfe  concratyvvife  co 
rayfe  the  others  Sc  to  difpraife 
is  ovYnc,  without  due  confi- 
deration  or  comparifon  had : 
it  is  an  euident  fignc  that  hee 
maketh  no  diftindio  of  things, 
and  whereas  is  no  diftindion, 
therecanbenochoyfe  or  elec- 
tion, and  w^herc  clcdion  wan- 
teth,  there  ts  no  wifedomc  nor 
iudgement,  and  where  wife- 
dome  and  iudgemcnc  faylcth, 
all  things  fayle. 

Theeyght  quaUtie  requilltc  K^owleage 
in  a  counfclcr ,  is  to  knowcas  of  theptm» 
well  the  fl:rcngth  and  power '^'P^^wer. 

of  his  Prince ,  as  alfo  01  his  aU 
lyOjfricndcs,  neyghboursand 
enimies,  for  want  of  which 
knowledge,  manyc  tymes  the 
H.3»  Prince 
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prince  is  counfclcd  to  warre 
with  thofc ,  with  vvhome  he 
ought  CO  iyue  in  peace ,  and  to 
makepeace  with  thofe  wyth 
vvhome  he  should  rather  hauc 
warrcs.  And  the  Prince  maye 
trv  the  knowledge  of  his  cou- 
felcr  in  thys  bchalfe,  by  asking 
him  thcCe  or  fuche  lyke  quefli- 
ons .  As  what  ordinary  or  ex- 
traordinaryc  rcuenewcs  hys 
friendcs  or  foes  hauc  ?  whcrof 
fuch  rcuenewcs  do  rife  >  what 
Souidyours  they  are  able  to 
make?  howc  they  arc  leauyed, 
amicd,trayned,  and  cxcrcyfcd  > 
what  Captaines  they  hauc  >  of 
what  thinges  ncccflaryc  to 
maintaincw^arre,  their  coun- 
tries hauc  eyther  plentye  or 
lack  >  and  fucblyke* 

The 
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The  ninth  qualitic  rcquifite  xBtiealc 
in  a  counfcler,  is  to  louehys  and  true 
common  wealth,fo  well  as  he  Ij"***/*^ 

,     t     1  It  Couafeler 

doth  alwaycs  rcearde  the  pro-  towardes 
fitc  and  honour  thereof,  more  his  country, 
than  his  ovvne ,  cftecmin^  in 
rcfpe£le  thereof,  neythcr  liys 
goodes,dignitie,lyfc,nor  feme, 
without  which  loue ,  he  can 
ncucr  bee  fo  carehiU ,  for  the 
prefcruation  of  hys  common 
wealth ,  nor  fo  diligent  in  do- 
ing his  duetie ,  as  hee  ought  to 
be,  which  loue  or  2cale,why- 
thcr  the  counfclcr  hath  or  not, 
the  Prince  may  biowe,  partly 
by  hearing  his  opinion  in  fuch 
matters  as  doe  redowndc  more 
to  the  Princes  peculicr  profite, 
than  ey  thee  to  his  honor,  or  to 
to  the  profite  of  the  common 

wealth. 
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wealth .  As  why thcr  vppon 
fomc  fiiined  caufe,it  be  good  to 
breakea  league  or  truce  made 
vvyth  fomc  Prince  >  or  to  de- 
pryue  Cyties  or  towncs  of 
their  liberties  >  or  to  charge  the 
commons  with  fomc  extreme 
fubfedie,  taske,  loane,bcncuo* 
lence  and  fuch  like,  And  partly 
be  may  know  him  by  his  con- 
ditions. For  if  he  be  cyther  an 
hipocritc  or  difrembler,a  coue- 
tous  perfon  or  a  flatterer,  ready 
to  vpholde  the  PriiKcs  wordes 
with  yea  and  naye ,  affirming 
alvvsyes  that  the  Prince  raaye 
doo  what  him  lyfterh,and  that 
he  csn  not  crrc  it  U  vnpofsible 
that  fuch  one  can  lone  his  com- 
mon vvealth ,  but  muft  needcs 
he  a^cat  enimy  thervnto. 

The 
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The  tench  qualitie  is  to  hatic  ypri-hj 
aright  iudgcmcnt  in  all  things,  iudglnem. 
and  to  hcareal  men  indifferent^ 
lye ,  wythout  patcialit ie  or  re- 
fped  of perfons ,  and  to  thinke 
hy  mfclfc  more  bounde  ro  right 
and  luftice ,  than  to  Lorde  of 
Duke,  to  friend  or  kiniina.  For 
the  counfeicr  \^  a  publiquc  per- 
fon,  and  therefore  ought  to  bee 
voyde  of  all  priuatc  afFedion, 
louing  in  general  all  good  men 
for  their  vertuc,  and  hating  the 
euil  in  like  maner  for  their  vice, 
of  what  countrie  or  nation  fo- 
euerrhey  be.  For  though  there 
be  many  nations,  yet  there  bee 
but  two  fortes  of  pcople,tharis 
eycher  good  or  euil.Notwith- 
ftanding  of  thofe  that  be  good, 
wee  arc  bounde  both  by  Gods 

I.I.  lawc 
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laweand  mans  lavvc ,  to  prc- 
fcrrc  in  fome  rerpcdcs,oui:  Pa- 
rents ,  kinfmen ,  and  country- 
men before  others.  The  Prince 
may  know  whither  his  coun- 
fcler  hath  this  qualitic  or  nor, 
by  obferuing  his  doings ,  and 
marking  vvhythcr  he  be  a  pro- 
curer ot  feuour,  lyuing,  office, 
or  dignitic  for  his  kinunen,  or 
others  that  bee  not  vvorthyc 
therof.Agaync, vvhythcr  he  be 
fedious,  that  is  to  faye,  fauou- 
ring  and  maintayning  one  part 
of  the  ftate  more  than  another^ 
as  the  Nobles  more  than  the 
comons  or  contrary  wife.  And 
vvhythcr  he  vpholdeth  the  Ec- 
defiafticall  power ,  more  than 
the  lay  power,  which  kinde  of 
men  are  perillous  in  all  commo 

wcalthes. 
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wealihes.  Forfoas  their  Efii- 
on  may  ftande ,  be  it  by  right, 
or  by  wrong,  they  care  not 
what  mifchiefe  they  doe ,  ha* 
uing  no  regarde  to  the  commo 
wealth  at  2 ,  Neither  is  it  good 
for  a  Prince  to  admy t  into  hys 
counfeil ,  anycman  that  hath 
becneknovvnctobee  an  open 
cnimie  to  any  dominion,  Pro- 
uincCjCitic,  or  towne,  that  is 
fiibied  to  the  Prince,  or  to  fuf^ 
fcr  any  fuch  to  bearc  rule  in  a- 
ny  of  thofc  places .  For  nun  be- 
ing naturallye  vindicatiue ,  ha- 
uing  once  gotten  pow^er  to  ex- 
ecute his  defire ,  will  vndoub- 
tedly  when  he  feeth  his  tyme, 
vndierthe  colour  of  luftice,  re- 
uenge  his  priuatc  vvrot^>with 
thepublickcrvvorde,  Ncythcr 

1.2.  is 
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is  it  good  to  put  anyc  men  that 
is  the  hcade  of  any  fiiCtion ,  in 
authoritie,  or  to  make  more 
accomptofh7m,thanofthe 
contrarye  part  t  for  that  brec- 
dech  difdayne  and  hatred  in 
that  part,  not  oncly  againft  the 
partic  fo  promoted ,  but  alfo  a- 
gainft  the  Princes  ownc  per£o, 
for  his  partiahdc  shewed ther- 
in  ^  which  thing  hath  brought 
many  Princes  to  their  de£:rac> 
tion. 

The  Icaucnthquaiitie  belon- 
ging to  a  counfcler ,  is  to  bee  a 
iufl  man,  wy  llmg  to  giuc  cue- 
ry  man  his  owne,according  to 
Jusdefartes,  thatistofaye,to 
chaftice  the  cuill  without  cni- 
eltic ,  and  to  rewarde  the  good 
with  fuchrcwardeaswdue  to 

their 


ittfHce. 
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their  vertue.  The  iuft  raanne  is 
Eythfullandperfite  in  all  hys 
doings,  and  tnecfbre  is  beloiied 
of  both  yong  and  olde,  of  rich 
and  pcore,  and  all  men  dare 
boldly  cominyc  to  hyrathcm- 
fdueS)  their  wyucs^  their  chil- 
dren, their  goods,  their  honor, 
and  their  iyues  .  The  Pnnce 
may  knovvc  vvhythcr  his  cou- 
felo:  be  a  iuft  man  ot  not,  part- 
ly by  his  vvordcs,and  patily  by 
his  deeds,  for  his  tallce  is  graue, 
wife,  andfuU  of  truth ,  hzJ^ 
waves  fpeakethplainely,  euen 
as  his  hcatt  thinkedi,  he  is  no 
tatler,  no  talc  tcller,nor  carry ec 
of  ncwes,  no  cuyll  rcpotrer, 
flaundcrcr,  or  b^ldjyter  of  ihe 
abfcsst .  For  to  carry  talcs  pro- 
cecderh  of  a  vile  and  bafecois- 

I.3«  «^e. 
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tage ,  and  they  that  vfc  it ,  are 
ncuer feythfull.Hc  is  no  hypo- 
criteordiffembkr,  nor  double 
of  liys  tongue ,  peaking  one 
thing  in  prefcnce ,  and  anothet 
thing  in  abfencCj  ncyther  will 
he  report  anyc  thing  out  of  the 
mouth  of  hearefay ,  that  lying 
Author,  but  onely  that  vvhicE 
he  hath  fcene  or  felt,  hereproo- 
ueth  the  euill  courteoufly ,  and 
praifcth  the  good  without  flat- 
terie,for  he  will  ncyther  flatter 
nox  be  flattered ,  yea  rather  hee 
louing  nothing  but  truth,  ha- 
teth  all  lyers ,  flatterers ,  fcof- 
fcrs,icfl:er$,  Sc  raylcrs .  Now  as 
touching  the  deedes  of  the  iuft 
man  >  they  are  cafily  knownc. 
For  hee  lyucth  quietly  conten- 
ted wyth  hysowne,  fecking 

ncyther 
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neythec  honour  nor  ryches  by 
any  other  meanes  than  by  ver- 
tue  as  trauell :  Whereby  if  he 
did  not  feckc  preferment ,  hee 
should  shewe  hymfelfc  to  bee 
vniuft.  For  as  it  is  ambition  in 
him  that  h  vnworthy  to  fecke 
honour  or  dignitic  by  fauour> 
money,  or  by  any  c  other  vn- 
lavvful  meanes ,fo  is  it  coward- 
lyncflc  of  courage  in  hym  thac 
well  deferueth,  not  to  feekeby 
vertuous  meane  hys  due  re- 
vvard.Moreouer,ihe  iuft  mans 
houfe  and  family  is  well  orde- 
red ,  and  his  feruaunts  are  mo- 
deft  ,  he  dealeth  with  all  men 
iuftly ,  he  payeth  his  dettes  tru- 
ly, he  is  no  maintainer  of  bufie 
bodies,  nor  byer  of  other  mens 
dettes  or  douDtfuU  ty ties,  he  is 

no 
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no  wrangler  in  the  lawc,  hut 
flceth  all  occafion  of  futc,  con- 
tention, quarrell,ftryfe,&:  fedi- 
tion ,  and  finallye  he  is  louing, 
kindc,  fey  thfulljfricndly, chari- 
table, and  thankefulL  VVhich 
vertues  togither  with  the  reft 
before  mentioned,  who  fo 
hath  not,is  no  perfite  iufi:  man. 

Ubetalirie.  *^^^  t  welth  qualitie  rcquifitc 
in  a  counfeler  is  to  bee  liberall, 
thacisneythertobc  couetous> 
nor  yetprodigaU,but  to  vfe  the 
meanc  betwixt  them  bothc, 
whereby  he€  shall  procure  the 
louc  and  good  will  of  thepeo- 
plcjwhereas  the  couetous  cou- 
fcler  is  hated  of  all  men  .  For 
he  hath  al  things  to  be  folde,  in 
fo  much  as  hee  will  ncyther 
hearc  futers  nor  fpcakc  for  fu- 

tcrs 


andCounfclcrs,  ss 

tcfs  without  revvarde,  &:  fuch 
one  with  money  is  cafily  cor- 
rupted, to  betrayc  both  Prince 
and  Countrie ,  fo  as  he  niayc 
doe  it  couertly  and  fafely,  he  is 
alfo  readie  at  all  times,  to  agree 
to  the  confifcation  of  another 
mans  goodes ,  be  it  by  right  or 
by  wrong,  bicaufehis  parte  is 
therein.  Againe,  the  prodygall 
coufeler  on  the  other  lide  with 
waftfuU  rpending,  by  little  and 
little  confumeth  himfelfe,  and 
fo  loofeth  his  reputation  ,  and 
at  length  becommeth  as  euill 
orwoorfe  than  the  couetous 
counfeler .  The  Prince  mayc 
knowc  why ther  his  counfeler 
be  liberalljCouetous,  or  prody- 
gall by  his  doings,  for  if  he  bee 
lybcrall ,  he  keepcth  good  hof- 
K.u        pitalitiej 
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pitalitic ,  and  he  is  good  to  the 
poore,  and  readic  to  relieuc  the 
nccefsitic  of  fuch  as  want ,  as 
in  helping  wyth  hys  money 
and  friendship  to  beftoy  ve  ho- 
neft  maydcs  in  mariagc ,  to  re- 
decme  poore  prifoners  and  cap- 
tyues,and  alfo  to  pay  the  dettcs 
of  his  honeft  friendes ,  that  arc 
felne  into  decay c,  andtohelpc 
fuch  as  arc  like  to  defetue  y  veli 
of  the  common  wealth.  But  if 
he  be  couetous  he  doth  none  of 
thcfe  thinges ,  for  all  is  little  y- 
nough  forhimfelfe,hath  hene- 
uer  fo  much,  he  lyueth  mifera- 
blyc  fcratching  all  to  himfelfe, 
and  in  any  feruice  of  the  Prince 
feekcth  his  owne  gainc,  dc  not 
the  honor  of  his  Prince,  or  the 
profite  of  the  common  wealth, 

he 
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he  is  euer  crauing  of  the  Prince 
and  putting  in  billcs  of  remcm- 
brauncc  cy  ther  for  himfclfc,  or 
for  fome  of  hys  .  Agayne,  the 
prodigall  counfelcr  vvaftcth  his 
lubftauncc  in  making  fuperflu- 
ous  bankets,  in  gay  e  and  coftly 
apparel,  in  Iuftings,Torneis,in 
Mufike,dauncing,  on  Havvkes 
and  Hovvndes ,  on  flatterers, 
ieilcrs,  and  fcofFers,  and  in  kee- 
ping a  rabie  of  y  die  feruauntes 
without  any  purpofc ,  which 
things  when  nee  is  no  Icngcr 
able  to  maintayne  with  his 
own  goods,  then  he  is  ready  to 
take  of  other  mens,  and  fpareth 
not  to  rob  both  Prince  8c  com- 
mon wcalth,fo  as  he  may  haue 
wherewith  to  feedc  his  vainc 
dclightcs.  VVhercby  it  appea- 
K.2.  reth 
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rcth  that  both  the  couctous  8c 
prodigall  counfeler  haue  regard 
onely  to  themfelues,and  not  to 
the  Prince ,  or  to  the  common 
wealth.  But  thelyberall  coun- 
feler contrary  wife  regardeth 
onely  the  profite  and  honor  of 
his  Prince ,  and  therefore  it  is 
the  Princes  part  to  make  much 
of  fuch  ,and  to  enriche  them  by 
giuing  them  both  Iands,fees,8C 
offices ,  to  the  intent  that  they 
hauing  fufFicient  to  maintaine 
their  callings ,needc  not  to  feke 
any  bie  meancs  to  enrich  them» 
felues,  and  thereby  faylc  in  do- 
ing their  dutic  eytlier  towards 
him ,  or  the  common  wealth. 
Beneficial.  The  thirteenth  quality  requi- 
ncffc  fite  in  a  counfeler,  is  to  be  bene- 
iiciaU  to  his  counctie  ^  vvhich 

vertue 
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vcrtuc  diffireth  from  liberality, 
for  liberallicic  confifteth  in  gy- 
uing  money  or  moneys  worth 
as  it  ought  to  be  giuen.  But  bc« 
ncficialncffe ,  called  in  Lattcn 

BBNEFICENTIA.      COnfiftcth    ifl 

doing  good  turnes  and  friendly 
pleafures ,  as  in  helping  the  co- 
mon  wealth  and  all  the  mem- 
bers thereof  with  his  good  ad- 
uife  and  counfell,  by  procuring 
the  profite  thereof,  by  comfor- 
ting the  afflided,  by  prayfing 
the  good ,  and  reproouing  the 
euill,by  defending,helping,and 
furthering  wyth  hys  fauour, 
power,  and  authoritic  fuche  as 
deferue  well,  whyther  they 
require  it  or  not :  finally,  hec  is 
alwaies  ready  to  traueile  with 
the  Prince  Sc  his  officers  abouc 

K.3.  anye 
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anyc  thing  that  is  ncedcfuUto 
the  common  vvcalth,8c  there- 
fore he  is  well  worthy  to  bee 
called  a  fetherof  the  common 
wealth .  Thys  man  is  eafely 
knovvnc  to  tnc  Prince  by  hys 
doings,  and  thcrfore  there  nee- 
deth  no  further  tryall  to  bee 
made  of  him. 
I^S^tOitf,  The  fourteenth  quality  requi- 
fite  in  a  counfcler,  is  to  be  afe- 
ble ,  that  is  to  faye,  gentle  and 
courteous  both  of  fpeeche  and 
bchauiour.  For  fucn  one  is  ea- 
(le  to  be  fpoken  with ,  and  re- 
ccyucthboth  poore  and  richc 
with  a  chcarcmll  countenance, 
ready  at  all  times  to  hearc  their 
futes  with  a  pacient  and  atten- 
tyueearc,  vfing  no  frowning 
lookcs^  norfrowardanfwers, 

he 
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he  will  not  be  offended  with 
euery  wordc  chat  shall  be  vn-. 
aduifedly  fpoken  by  the  futcr, 
or  by  his  inferior .  Ney  ther  is 
he  captious,  tauntingjdifdaine- 
full,  icomefuU ,  or  ouer  feuere 
in  his  fpceche,  he  commendcth 
without  flattcrie,  and  reproo- 
ueth  without  villanye,he  pro- 
mifeth  with  grauitie ,  and  de- 
nyeth  with  fuch  curte{ie,as  the 
futer  departeth  cherwith  well 
fatyffied.  The  Prince  shall 
knowe  him  by  his  conditions 
and  behauiour  in  this  fort.  For 
thecourteousmanis  alwayes 
merrie  and  pleafaunt ,  watch- 
full,  diligent  and  circumfped, 
he  goeth  cleanly  apparelled  and 
louech  good  companye ,  hee  is 
not  ^£):ious  or  partial,but  vni« 

uerfall 
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ucrfall  and  friendly  to  all  men, 
he  is  free  of  (peecb>  and  a  great 
cnimy  to  all  difsimulation  and 
hypocrifie ,  he  is  ney  ther  colo- 
rickc  nor  provvde,  for  the  cole- 
ricke  man  is  whote  and  haftic, 
and  wil  be  offended  with  euc- 
ry  little  trifle,  and  in  his  fueric 
vvyll  neyther  heare  reafon, 
notfpeakereafon.  Againe^thc 
irowdc  man  is  fpitefull ,  and 
ill  of  difdayne ,  cftceming  no 
man  but  himfelfe  :  wherefore 
neyther  of  thefe  men  can  be  af- 
feblc  or  courteous,and  therforc 
vnmeete  to  becounfelers. 

The  fiftenth  quality  requifite 
in  a  counfelet  is  Foay  tude ,  or 
valyaunt  courage,  whereby  he 
is  made  ftowte  and  conftant  in 
the  defence  of  tight,  &  truth, 

efteeming 
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eftecmiD<5  in  rcfpcd  thereof, 
ney thcx  goods,lyfe  nor  honor. 
Ag?ine,he  h  able  to  bcare  both 
profperitie  &  aduerfide,vvith  a 
contented  quiet  minde/o  as  he 
will  not  be  puffed  vp  with  the 
onc>nor  opprefTed  vvith  the  o- 
ther .  For  nee  contynucth  al- 
wayes  one ,  and  is  Lordc  of 
himfelfe,and  therfore  thenaore 
able  to  prouide  a  ready  remedy 
forafodenmifchiefc,  as  well 
in  his  OYvnc  behalfe ,  as  alfo  in 
the  behalfe  of  his  Prince  and 
common  wealth  in  tyme  of 
feruice ,  and  to  encourage  both 
Prince  and  people  when  neede 
requyrcth .  The  Prince  shall 
know  him  by  tryal  in  this  mar. 
ncr.  For  the  valyant  man  is  al- 
wayes  an  cameft  louer  of  the 

L.I.       truth. 
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truth,  and  a  aucU  cnimic  to  all 
lycrs,  flatterers,  fcofFcrs,  BC  tell 
talcs ,  which  arc  the  corrupti- 
on and  plague  of  all  Courts,foir 
by  their  meanes ,  the  Prince 
fyldomcor  neuer  heareth  the 
truth ,  whereas  contrari wife, 
this  man  letteth  not  to  fpeake 
the  truth  to  the  Prince  at  all 
tymes  wythout  refpe^l  of  fa- 
uour,oE  fearc  of  difplcafurc,  8>c 
boldly  reprooueth  the  abhomi- 
nable  lyes  of  the  falfe  flatterers, 
for  this  man  is  no  hypocrite  or 
diflcmbler,  but  free  of  hys 
fbeech,and  iufl:  in  his  dealings. 
Let  the  Prince  therefore  chofe 
fuche  a  man  to  be  of  his  coun- 
fell,  and  vtterly  refiife  him  that 
is  a  friend  to  flatterers ,  and  ief- 
ters^or  that  will  hide  the  truth 

from 
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from  him,  let  him  alfo  beware 
of  the  couetous  man  that  lo- 
ueth  money ,  for  he  in  hope  of 
gainc  will  fell  both  hisovvne 
frcedomeand  other  mens.  And 
finally  let  him  neucr  admy  t  in- 
to his  counfell  a  cowarde,  or 
faynt  hearted  man ,  that  is  not 
able  to  fuffer  the  lolTe  of  things 
tranfitory,as  of  wyfe,children, 
friendes,  ryches,  or  fuche  lykc, 
but  will  moutne  and  forrow^c 
without  meafurc .  For  fuche 
one  is  an  effeminate  and  chyl- 
disheperfon,  and  not  worthy 
to  fcrue  in  that  place. 

Hauing  hythcrto  treated  fuf-  Qualities  of 
ficiently  of  the  qualities  of  the  ^  ^^H* 
minde  that  bee  requyred  in  a 
counfeler^  wee  come  nowc  to 
fpeake  fomcwhat  of  the  quali- 

L.2.  ties 
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tics  of  his  body , not  of  all,  but 
of  thofe  that  be  moft  needefiill, 
to  bcc  confidercd ,  Which  as 
mine  Author  fay  th  be  in  num- 
ber fiuc,  hys  age,  complexion, 
ftature,  making ,  and  counte- 
nance, which  fome  call  fauour 
or  fcavvtcr  of  the  fiicc. 
^S®*  And  firft  as  touching  his  age, 

as  he  had  necde  to  bee  no  leiTc 
then  thirtic  yeres  olde ,  fo  is  it 
not  good,  that  he  be  more  than 
three  fcorc ,  for  before  thirtic 
yeres  of  age ,  mans  wyttc  for 
the  mofc  part  is  not  ftayed ,  his 
experience  is  fmall,and  his  prc- 
fumption  great ,  he  is  hote  and 
high  minded.  Againc,  hec  can 
not  be  fo  graue  as  he  ought  to 
be,  neither  wil  the  people  haue 
any  great  acdit  in  hym ,  yea, 

rather 


and  Counfelcrs.  97 

rather  they  will  mourmour  a- 
gainft  him  >  and  faye  that  hce 
is  a  vcryc  yonge  counfcler . 
And  therefore  fuchc  had  more 
necde  to  go  to  fchoole ,  and  to 
follow  their  learning ,  and  to 
traueile  coutries  to  get  langua- 
ges ,  to  foUowc  Campes  and 
Councs,  and  to  fee  the  diucrfi- 
tieofcuftomesjawcs,  and  go- 
uernmentSjthat  they  may  haue 
knowledge ,  iudgement ,  and 
good  experience  of  things,  be- 
lore  they  bee  made  goucrnours 
or  rulers.  Againe,whcn  a  man 
pafTeth  three  fcore,thcn  his  me- 
mory ^ilcth,his  vvy  ttcs  wran- 
der,and  through  his  experience 
hec  bccommech  wylfuU  fro- 
wardc  and  obftinatc,  he  is  alfo 
colde  in  all  his  doings »  and  ta- 

L.5.  kcth 
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kerh  not  occafion  when  it  is 
offered. Alfo  his  body  is  vvcake 
and  feeble ,  and  not  able  to  tra* 
ucile  in  the  Princes  caufes,  and 
to  be  short ,  he  is  rather  a  bur- 
den and  trouble  to  the  Court, 
than  othervvife.  And  therefore 
it  is  njeete  for  fuch  one  to  bee 
difcharffcd  of  all  feruice,and  to 
be  fenthomc  rewarded  by  the 
Prince  according  to  his  deferts, 
to  the  intent  he  mayc  quietly 
fpend  the  reft  of  his  olde  yeres 
at  his  owne  home  in  the  fet- 
uice  of  God  .  And  yet  I  wyll 
notdenyc,  but  that  there  dcc 
fome  of  ereater  age ,  vvhiche 
haue  both  liuely  wyttes  and 
ftrong  bodies,and  that  there  be 
yong  men  alfo  not  arryutng  to 
thirty  y  ercs,chat  be  both  graue, 

wife. 
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wife,  and  of  good  cxpctience. 
But  I  Cpcake  of  rhe  mofl:  part, 
wishing  che  Prince  alwaics  to 
chofe  thofe  that  be  of  a  meane 
age  betwixt  both,which  being 
neyther  to  greene  nor  yet  to 
drye ,  are  the  ftronger  and  the 
more  flayed,and  the  better  able 
to  feme  the  Prince,  both  with 
fpirit  8£  body  at  al  affayes,  yea, 
and  the  people  alfo  wyll  con- 
ceiue  the  better  opinio  of  them, 
and  haue  them  in  the  more  re- 
uerencc. 
The  complexion  of  the  cofi--,     ,  .- 

-I      .        ,  .^  111         1     CompIexiS. 

feler,is  a  thmg  not  lightly  to  be 
regarged,  for  mod  commonly 
as  men  bee  ey  ther  well  or  cuiU 
complexioned,  fo  arc  they  wel 
or  euill  conditioned ,  or  com- 
plexions there  be  fourc  kindes, 

that 
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that  is,(anguync,colerique,flcg- 
matiquc,  and  mclancolique,  of 
vvhicn  mine  Author  only  prai- 
fcth  rhc  fanguy  nc  dc  colorique, 
affirming  fuchc  as  bee  of  that 
temperature ,  to  bee  moft  fer- 
uiceable,cy  thcr  with  fpirite,or 
body.  For  in  fuch  do  naturally 
raigne  great  gifts  of  the  minde, 
as  wy ttc,  memory,  difcourfc, 
iudgement,  iuftice^ouc,  affebi- 
litie,  fidelitie ,  bountyfulnefle, 
magnanimitie,  and  fortytudc. 
Againc,their  bodies  are  health- 
fim,  liuely  ,nymble  and  ftrong, 
and  able  to  endure  traueile  and 
paync ,  which  kynde  of  men 
as  they  are  partly  Icnowne  by 
their  doings  :  fominc  Author 
would  haue  the  Prince  aifo  to 
confulc  vvy  th  liis  learned  Phy- 

fitians 


and  Counfelers. 

fitians  touching  that  matter. 
Fot  to  iudge  wd  of  complexti- 
ons  is  a  thing  chicfely  appertai- 
ning to  their  Arte .  And  as  for 
the  flegmatiquc  and  melanco- 
lique  pcrfo  he  vtterly  reiedeth, 
faying ,  that  the  flegmatique 
man  is  rude^  dull>  heauie ,  and 
ignorant,  and  as  for  the  melan- 
colique  man  he  is  vvorftofall 
the  reft,  for  he  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  humor ,  which 
chiefely  raincth  in  him,is  cold, 
drie,  and  earthly,  and  therefore 
bafc  and  vile  of  courage, heauy, 
forovvfiil,miferable  and  vaine^ 
an  enimyc  to  all  noble  dcuifes 
and  worthy  enterprifes ,  and  fo 
fuperftitious  as  thofe  which 
hauebcene  of  that  complexion 
haue  with  their  drcames,  felfe 
M.I.         vilions 
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vifions  and  foolishe  fan  cades, 
confounded  all  the  religions  of 
the  world.  And  befides  all  this, 
the  mclancolique  man  is  fuper- 
ftitious  out  of  meafure ,  and 
veryenuieicfelfe.  Forhecisa 
member  of  the  frovvarde  Pla- 
net Saturnui ,  vv hereof  fuchc 
complexioned  men  are  called 
Saturnif ,  vvhichc  bee  moft  ab- 
horred of  the  Aftrologers  i  in 

fo  muchc  as  %Apoknm  Tianeus 
did  not  let  to  wry  tc ,  that  hee 
once  founde  in  the  Citie  of 
E^hefui  a  melancolique  manne, 
who  with  hisprefence  corrup- 
ted the  whole  Citie  in  fuche 
fort,  as  there  grewc  thereof  a 
moft  terrible  peftilencc :  wher- 
fore  fuche  complexioned  men 
arc  ferrc  vnmectc  to  bee  of  a 

Princes 
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Princes  counfell. 

The  meane flaturc  in  a  coun-  ^^f^^j^ 
feler  is  mod  laudable,  that  is  to 
fay, to  be  ney ther  to  highe,  nor 
yet  to  lovvcj  to  fatte,nor  yet  to 
leanc ,  for  the  long  and  leane 
man ,  and  fpecially  e  if  he  hauc 
therewith  a  long  neck,  is  vtter^ 
ly  condemned  of  the  Phylofo- 
phers ,  and  iudgcd  to  bee  fome 
great  lovvte  and  good  for  no- 
thing Againc,  to  oeouerlovv, 
is  as  great  a  deformit ie ,  for  the 
lovve  men  bee  they  neucr  fo 
wife,  y  a  the  people  will  haue 
them  in  no  reuerence  at  all, but 
ieaft  of  them ,  and  call  them 
dwarffes.  And  moft  common- 
ly fuch  little  men  be  alfo  hafly, 
provvde ,  and  prefumptuous  •. 
wherefore  it  is  good  that  the 
M.i.         Prince 
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Prince  chofe  for  his  counfclers 
men  of  a  meane  ftaturc ,  and 
therewith  ney  ther  to  fatte,noc 
yet  to  leanc.  For  the  oucr  fattc 
man  belly  ed  lyke  a  barrcU ,  and 
likewife  the  ouer  Icane  ma  sha- 
ped like  a  dried  Congre,  befides 
gyuing  vvyth  their  prefence 
caufe  of  iaughter,are  thervvith 
fildome  feene  to  be  feruiccablc. 
w.^^^*«     The  body  of  a  coufcler  ought 
of  bo<iy.     f o  bee  vvell  proportioned ,  ha- 
uingall  his  partes  and  mem- 
bers aunfwerable  one  to  ano- 
ther in  due  proportion ,  fo  as 
there  be  no  lack  nor  fuperfluitie 
in  any  part,  as  for  example  hy  s 
head  maye  not  be  to  great,  nor 
to  fmall  for  his  body  c,  or  one 
$houlder  hier  than  another,nor 
one  arme  longer  than  another, 

nor 


and  Counfelcrs.  los 

nor  he  mayc  not  by  dcfedof 

nature  be  crookc  backte,  fplaye 

footed/quynt  eyde,  or  lackc  an 

eye,  an  armc,  a  nandc^  a  leggc, 

or  foote,  or  any  other  part,  noc 

likcvvife  hauc  more  than  hec 

ought  to  haue ,  for  fuch  defeds 

of  the  bodye  as  come  not  by 

mi£Fortune ,  but  proceede  ey- 

ther  of  the  want  or  fuperflui* 

tie  of  nature ,  do  betoken  great 

imperfcdions  of  the  minde, 

which  hath  bene  fo  much  ob- 

ferucd  of  the  naturall  Phylofo- 

phers,  as  thysProuerbc  Cauct 

upinath  did  rife  thereof,  and  is 

obferued  of  al  men  cucn  at  this 

daye,  in  fo  much  as  no  man  al- 

moft  vvyll  take  a  common  fer- 

uaunt  with  any c  fuche  dcfeffc, 

hovve  much  more  then  ought: 

M.j.        a  Prince 
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a  Prince  to  beware  hovve  he 
choofcth  any  fuch  to  be  of  hys 
counfell. 
Vyiage.  A  good  vifage  and  combly  c 
countenaunce  is  verye  requifitc 
alfo  in  a  counfeler .  For  that 
maketh  him  to  bee  both  loued 
and  reucrcnccd.  His  head  ther- 
fore  woulde  be  rounde  and  of 
mcane  bigneflc,  and  hys  face 
would  befomcwhat  long ,  ra- 
ther than  altogithcr  rounds  and 
therewith  neyther  to  blowgh- 
tye,nor  yet  to  shrympc,his  for- 
head  would  be  high,  large  and 
playne  without  any  vvrinclcs, 
nis  eyes  neither  to  great  nor  to 
little ,  but  in  a  meanc  betwixt 
both ,  and  therewith  not  hea- 
uyc  or  dull,  nor  yet  wanton  or 
often  roiling  to  and  fro ,  but 

^uiclc^ 
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quick,  liucly,  and  fteadic,  hys 
nofc  neyther  to  long  nor  to 
short,  to  great  nor  to  finall^nor 
ouer  flat,or  turned  vpvvard.buc 
plaync  and  fmooth ,  and  to  bee 
fomewhat  hooked  is  no  euill 
grace,  foritbetokeneth  vvife- 
domc  and  ftovvtncfTe  of  cou- 
rage, his  lippes  would  be  ney- 
ther to  thick  nor  to  thinne,  not 
hang  ouer  lovvc  dovvnwardc» 
And  to  be  short,  all  the  parts  of 
his  face  would  be  fo  proporti- 
oned,as  his  countenaunce  may 
bee  alwayes  both  graue  and  a- 
miablc .  And  thus  wee  cndc 
with  the  qualities  of  the  body 
tequifite  in  a  counfeler,wherin 
wecmayefeeme  perhappes  to 
fome  folkes  to  be  nxorc  curious 
than  is  needefull^  thinking  ma^ 

nye 


107 


108 


OfCounfells 

nyc  of  thofe  thinges  that  wee 
haue  fpoken ,  to  be  but  try  fles 
and  thinges  of  fmall  waight, 
andyetfuchc  tryflesarcnotto 
be  pafTed  oucr  with  filcncc-.For 
truely  whofoeuer  will  treate 
of  any  matter  abfolutely,  muft 
leaue  nothing  out,but  muft  cx- 
prefTe  cuery  httlc  part.  And  we 
daylie  fee  that  if  any  man  bicth 
a  houfe,  hee  wyll  not  onely 
vewe  the  bewtiiul  places  thcr- 
of,  as  Hall,  Parlour,  chambers, 
and  fuch  lyke ,  but  alfo  all  the 
houfes  ofofiiccs,yea  euen  thofc 
that  arc  not  meete  to  be  named. 
Againe,  if  a  Prince  be  defirous 
to  buy  e  a  horfc ,  hee  will  tho- 
rowly  vewe  euerye  parte  and 
member  of  him,  yea,  and  will 
not  let  to  open  his  mouth  with 

his 
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his  mouth ,  vvyth  his  ovvne 
handcs^  to  fee  his  teeth,  and  to 
knowe  his  age ,  howc  much 
more  carefull  then  ought  he  to 
be  in  choofing  of  his  counfelcr, 
into  whofe  handes  hee  muft 
commit  both  his  goodcs,  hys 
lyfe,  and  his  honor. 

Of  the  Princes 
choyfe. 

txtE  fayde  in  the  beginning, 
^  when  we  defined  what  a 
counfeier  was,that  two  things 
in  that  definition  were  to  bee 
confidered ,  that  is  to  faye,  the 
fufficientcy  of  the  man,and  the 
choyfe  of  the  Prince,  and  that 
fucbe  fufficientcy  did  confift  in. 
the  qualities  of  the  mindc,  and 

N.I.  in 
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in  the  qualities  of  the  body  e,  of 
both  which  qualyties  hauing 
hythcrto  fufficientlyc  treated, 
we  minde  therefore  nowe  to 
fpeake  fomcwhat  of  the  Prin- 
ces choyfe .  Touching  which, 
matter  mine  Author  hath  fet 
foorth  nine  remembraunces  or 
aduertifementes  to  be  obferued 
by  the  Prince  when  he  chofeth 
a  counfeler ,  whereof  bicaufc 
fomebce  rather  confirmations 
of  thofe  that  go  before ,  than 
newe  precepts:  And  againe,by- 
caufefomcaretobc  confidercd 
by  the  Prince  before  hee  cho- 
feth,  and  fometobeobferued 
after  he  hath  chofcn  1 1  thought 
good  therefore  to  reduce  them 
into  a  IcfTer  number ,  and  to 
make  no  more  fcucrall  precepts 

but 
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but  fixe ,  declaring  thofc  firft 
that  are  firft  to  be  confidred,and 
then  the  others  confequentlyc, 
wherein  though  I  shall  fome- 
vvhat  differ  from  mine  Author 
in  order,  yet  in  matter  nothing 
at  all, 

Firft,  then  the  Prince  hath  to  The  firft 
confider,that  all  the  honor,and  a<Iucrtife- 
dishonour,  feme,  and  infamy  c,  °*^** 
profiteand  lofTe,  pteferuation 
and  deftrudion,as  well  of  him- 
felfe,as  of  all  his  people,wholy 
dependeth  vppon  the  good  or 
cuill  choyfe,  of  his  counfelers, 
for  if  they  be  well  chofen,  the 
Prince  is  iudged  as   well  of 
ftraungers  as  of  his  ovvnc  fub- 
iedes  to  be  wife  and  carcfiill  of 
his  common  wealth ,  and  for 
that,  they  cxtoll  him  with  infi* 

N.2 ,  nite 
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niteprayfcs ,  and  his  fubicdes 
are  readyc  at  all  tymes  to  obey 
both  him  Sc  his  counfcll,  thin- 
king themfelues  to  bee  in  great 
fafetic,  whilfte  they  arc  gouer- 
ncdby  fuchevvife  counfelers, 
afTuring  themfelues  that  all 
things  muft  necdcs  profpcr  that 
they  take  in  hande.  But  contra- 
riwife  if  the  counfelers  be  euill 
chofen,then  they  condemnc  the 
Prince  of  great  folly  e,  they  bee 
vnquict  andalvvayes  murmu- 
ring againfi:  the  counfcl/aying, 
that  all  wyll  come  to  naught. 
And  if  there  be  anye  noyfeor 
likelyhood  of  warrc,  they  tre- 
ble and  quake  for  fcare ,  bicaufe 
they  miftrufl:  the  vvifedomc, 
manhoodc,  and  pollicic  of  their 
gouemours,(aying ,  that  they 

haue 
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haucnotone  man  able  to  dc- 
fendc  them ,  and  if  anyc  thing 
fuccccdc  well,  contraric  to  the 
peoples  cxpetoion ,  they  im- 
pute it  rather  to  chaunce ,  than 
to  anyc  vvifedomc  or  forefight 
of  the  counfell  :  whereas  on 
the  other  fide,  if  the  counfelers 
be  wife  mcn,the  people  cocey- 
ueth  fuch  an  opinion  of  them, 
as  they  will  not  beleeue  that 
they  erre ,  when  they  erre  in 
deede ,  for  wife  men  fildome 
crre.VVhcrefore,  fith  fo  many 
cuils  doe  rife  of  the  euil  choife» 
and  fo  many  good  things  of  the 
good  choy fe,  the  Prince  there- 
fore in  mine  opinion  can  not  be 
to  choyfe  in  his  choyfe,  and  fo 
let  this  fujffice ,  fortne  firftad- 
uertifement. 

N.3.       Secondly, 
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Thefccona  Secondly ,  the  Prince  to  the 
aducrtifc.  intent  he  may  haue  a  plenty  full 
"*"*^  choyfe  of  men  mcete  to  feme 
his  turne :  had  neede  not  onely 
to  confidcr  of  fuche  as  keepe  in 
his  Court,  and  be  nigh  about 
him :  but  alfo  to  fceke  to  be  in- 
formed of  fo  manyc  as  hee  can 
befideSjgiuiqg  charge  and  com- 
mifsion  to  his  Lieutenants  and 
chiefe  officers  abroadc  in  euery 
Shcere,to  learne  by  diligent  ia- 
quirie,  which  men  in  their  ly- 
mittes ,  be  knovvne  to  be  moft 
fufficient  to  fuch  purpofc ,  and 
to  fende  vp  Kalcnders  of  their 
names  vnto  the  Prince ,  to  the 
intent  that  hee  maye  fende  for 
fuch  as  hee  shall  tninkegood, 
pretending  onlyc  to  knowe 
them  Sc  to  be  acquainted  with 

them 
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them  himfelfciappointingfome 
reafonable  allowance  to  beare 
their  charges  in  iorneying  to  Sc 
fro .  By  this  meanes  the  Prince 
shall  hauc  choyfe  of  many,  a- 
mongft  whom  it  is  more  like- 
ly to  finde  out  fome  one  excel- 
lent man,  than  amongft  a  few. 
Andbefides  that,he  shal  vvinne 
great  louc,and  fame  of  his  peo- 
ple»and  encourage  all  cllates,  to 
endeuour  thcmfelucs ,  to  get 
vvifdomc  and  knowledge,  and 
to  folowe  fuch  vertuous  excr- 
cires,as  they  may  deferue  ther- 
by  to  be  named  and  numbred 
amongft  thofejthat  arc  thought 
mecte  for  fuch  purpofe.  And  by 
this  meancs  alfo ,  the  Prince 
shall  knowe  what  able  men 
he  hath  within  his  rcalme ,  of 

what 
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what  skill  tliev  be,  and  vvhcr- 
in  they  are  mofl:  meete  to  fcruc 
hyn),  at  any  time  that  he  shall 
haueneede  to  employe  them, 
And  though  hce  snail  fildome 
hauc  neede  to  chofe  aboue  one, 
or  two,  to  ferue  him  as  coun- 
felers :  yet  he  muft  shew  him- 
felfe  courteous  towards  all  the 
reft,  &:  praife  their  well  doing, 
exhorting  them  to  contynuc 
ftill  therein,  and  therewitn  put 
them  in  good  hope  of  prefer- 
ment in  tyme  to  come,  rewar- 
ding fomc  with  offices,  fome 
vvith  fees,  and  fome  with  mo- 
ney, and  fome  he  maye  rctaine 
in  his  Coutt,and  difcharge  the 
reafl:,vfing  himfclfe  in  fuch  fort 
towardes  them  all ,  as  they  all 
may  baue  aufe  to  bee  fatiffied 

and 
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and  contented. 

Thirdly,  if  the  Prince  bee  a  ThetliWe 
Lorde  of  dyuers  countries  and  aduertife* 
nations,  1  vvouldenot  vvishe««nj. 
him  to  bee  altogy  ther  wedded 
vnto  his  ovvnc  natiue  countri- 
njen,but  rather  to  choofc  fomc 
of  euery  one  of  thofe  countries 
to  be  of  his  counfell .  For  the 
Prince  is  a  publique  perfon,and 
therefore  ought  to  be  without 
priuate  affedlion  and  refpe^i,  or 
partialitic,  yea  he  ought  to  bee 
a  naturall  father  roall  his  true 
fubiedes,  of  what  countrie  fo- 
euer  they  be ,  and  ftepfather  to 
none,  to  vvhofecounfell,if  any 
of  the  fubieds  be  wronged  or 
grieucd,they  haue  onely  to  re- 
paircfor  redrcffe-But  if  none  of 
thdrownccountriemenbc  of 

Oj.  the 
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the  counfell :  how  or  when  I 
pray  you  shall  they  bee  hardc  ? 
for  who  knoweth  their  cuf- 
tome s ,  their  humors ,  defires, 
commoditics,difcommoditics, 
gaynes ,  andloffes  fo  well  as 
they?  or  who  will  be  fo  ready 
to  heare  their  cauCcs/utes,  and 
complaints  as  their  owne  cou- 
trymen ,  which  are  forced  by 
lawe  of  nature  to  loue  them, 
and  to  tender  them.Befides  this 
if  the  Prince  shoulde  liaue  no 
counfelers ,  but  of  hys  owne 
countrymen,  all  the  other  coii- 
tries  would  thinke  that  ey  thcr 
hec  did  not  eftceme  them ,  or 
counted  them  as  flaues,  or  at 
the  icaft  did  not  truftc  them. 
VVhcrof  the  firft  would  breed 
hatred  in  them  towordes  the 

Prince 
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Prince  and  the  counfell,  the  fc- 
conde  vvoulde  caufe  them  to 
feeke  Hbertie,  and  to  make  con- 
fpiracies  and  rcbellions^and  the 
tnirde  vvoulde  make  them  to 
become  vnfaythfull ,  difobcdi- 
ent,  and  obilinate  fubiedes. 
Wherefore  thefe  things  being 
well  way  ed  and  confidered,  I 
beleeue  the  Prince  shall  £ndc 
it  muche  better  to  choofe  hys 
counfelers  out  of  all  fuch  do- 
mynions  as  are  fubicft  vnto 
him,  then  out  of  one ,  or  tvvo 
onely, 

Fourrhly ,  the  Prince  may c  ThefounK 
not  be  to  haftie,  but  take  good  aducnifc- 
deliberation   in  making  hys  ^^* 
choyfc  of  fuchc  men  as  are  na- 
med vnto  him,  refoluing  vpon 
none  of  them  all,vntiU  he  hath 

O.i.  tho- 
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thorowly  tryed  them,  as  well 
by  report  of  the  countryc  from 
whence  they  come ,  as  alfo  by 
his  owne  examination .  And 
firllas  touching  the  report  of 
the  countrie,it  shall  be  nccefla- 
rie  for  the  Prince,  as  well  to  a- 
uoyde  the  feuourable,  as  flaun- 
derous  talcs  that  mayc  be  tolde 
hy  m,  to  giuc  cuery  e  man  leauc 
toaccufc  the  perfons  whome 
hemindestomake  hiscounfe- 
Icts,fiih"^'(t4li9ms,that  is  to  fay, 
that  the  accufcr  shall  fuffer  the 
payne  or  penaltie  of  the  cryme, 
whcrof  he  accufeth  the  partic, 
if  hee  can  not  duely  prooue  it. 
And  the  Prince  on  the  other 
fide  muft  take  fuch  order  as  the 
defendant  may  HOC  hinder,  or 
ftop  by  his  authoritye,  pow^er, 

or 
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or  friendship,  anycaccufation 
that  may  be  made  againft  him. 
Andfithall  men  are  fubied  to 
afFe£ls,the  blinders  of  all  truth : 
I  vvoulde  vvishe  the  Prince  in 
thefe  caufes ,  before  due  try  all 
had,  to  giue  no  credit  to  the  re- 
port of  anye  man,  be  he  noble, 
or  vnnoble,  fpiritual  or  tempo- 
ral!.  By  this  meanes  the  Prince 
shall  be  fure  to  haue  none  but 
good  men  to  bee  of  his  coun- 
fell ,  for  the  cuill  will  not  bee 
ouerhaftiein  feckingaduancc- 
mcnt  by  fuche  kinde  of  tryalL 
Truely  the  Romaines  in  olde 
tymedid  verie  ftraightly  exe- 
cute this  kinde  of  difcyplinc  in 
choofing  theyr  Magiftrates, 
whcrefy  as  theyr  common 
wealth  greatly  then  florished : 

0.3.  fo 
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fo  aftervvardc  for  lack  thereof, 
ic  quickly  decayed  and  came  to 
naught .  Novvc  as  touching 
the  Princes  examination  to  bee 
made  by  hymfelfe ,  I  faye  by 
himfcJtc,  and  not  by  his  Depu- 
tie,  he  hath  to  examine  vvnat 
fufficientcieisinthc  perfon  to 
be  elected ,  by  confidering  and 
mcafuring  eucry  part  of  hym, 
both  foule  Sc  body .  To  which 
ende  mine  Author  hath  made 
and  difcribed  vnto  him  hereto- 
fore two  apt  meafures  tomea- 
furc  withall,  the  one  of  fiftene 
partes,  Sc  the  other  of  fine,  that 
of  fiftrene  partes  ferueth  to  mea- 
furc  the  foule,  and  the  other  of 
£ue  parts  to  meafure  the  body. 
To  which  meafures  thougne 
very  fewe  are  to  he  found,mat 

are 
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arcaunfwcrablc  incitcry  con- 
dition :  yet  let  thofc  that  aire 
more  aunfvverable  be  alvvayes 
chofen  before  thofe  that  be  Icflfc 
aunfvverable,  and  let  thofc  that 
haue  more  gifres  of  the  mindc 
and  leffe  of  the  body,  be  prefer- 
red before  thofe  that  haue  more 
of  the  bodye ,  and  lefFc  of  the 
mindc.  And  if  anye  two  that 
ftandctobc  elcdcd,  be  equaii 
in  both  giftes,  and  yet  be  not  of 
likebirtn,povver,  and  authori- 
ties or  if  the  Prince  perhaps  fa- 
uoreth  the  one  more  then  the 
other  vpon  fome  affe£i:ion ,  or 
for  fome  feruice  done,then  it  is 
good  rcafon  that  fuchc  perfon 
bee  chofen  before  the  other. 
VVherforc  fith  fuch  things  are 
tobeconfidcrcd,  when  com- 

parifon 
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parifon  is  made ,  mee  thinkes 
mine  author  should  haue  done 
very  orderly , to  haue  added  alfo 
vnto  his  two  meafures  before 
defcrybcd.  A  thirde  mcafure, 
briefly  contayning  fome  of  the 
chiefe  giftes  of  Fortune,  as  no- 
ble lynage,  honors,  rycbes,  (a.- 
uoure  of  the  Prince,  andfuchc 
lyko.  Which  kinde  of  meafure 
mine  Author  left  out  as  I  fup- 
pofe ,  bicaufe  hee  thought  that 
fuch  as  were  aunfvverable  to 
the  tvvofirft  meafures ,  ought 
of  duty  to  be  promooted  by  the 
Prince  to  honours  andlyuing, 
and  that  they  dcferue  to  bee  lo- 
ued  as  vvel  of  the  noble  men,as 
to  be  honored  of  the  common 
peopIc.But  fith  noble  birth,  is  a 
giftc  chat  hath  bccncalwaycs 

much 
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much  cfteemcd,  and  that  wor- 
thily >  fo  long  as  the  fucccfTors 
doe  not  degenerate  from  their 
PrediccfTors  i  And  that  fuche 
giftcs  comes  not  immediately 
from  the  Prince,  but  requy  rcth 
concynuaunce  of  time ,  to  bee 
perfite  in  his  kinde  *.  (  for  it  is 
an  olde  faying,  that  the  Prince 
may  make  a  noble  manne,  but 
not  a  Gentle  man ) :  Alfo  fith 
there  be  many  e  other  giftes  of 
Fortune  which  man  mayc  ob- 
Dync ,  without  the  Prince :  as 
honors  gyucn  by  flraugc  Prin- 
ces, ryches,  goodlucke  in  anyc 
thinge  that  he  taketh  in  hande, 
be  it  in  feruice  of  the  Prince  or 
otherwife,alfo  friendshipjouc 
and  Euour,  as  well  in  ftraunge 
countries  as  in  his  owne ,  and 
P.I.  many 
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many  fuch  like :  It  had  bene  ne- 
ccflary ,  I  ^y  ,to  haue  added  alfo 
this  tiiicdc  mcafure ,  to  the  in- 
tent that  the  Prince  might  hauc 
atrinitic  of  raeafures  to  mea- 
fure  both  the  length ,  breadth, 
and  deapth  of  hys  counfcler. 
whichc  three  meafures,  if  the 
Prince  do  righly  vfe  in  making 
his  choyfe,  it  shall  well  appere 
that  hee  choofeth  with  iudge- 
ment,and  not  for  fauour,or  vp- 
on  any  wyll  or  power. For  all 
offices^s  mine  author  faith^rc 
woont  to  bee  gitien  but  three 
mancr  of  wayes,that  is>eyther 
for  the  deferts  8c  fufficientcy  of 
the  rcceyucr ,  or  for  the  fauour 
fic  affcdion  of  the  Prince  borne 
towards  the  partie ,  or  cifc  for 
thac  the  Prince  of  his  ovne  po- 
wer 
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wervvillhaue  it  fo  :  where* 
of  the  firft  bclogeth  to  the  iuft 
princc,and  the  other  two  to  the 
vniuft  tirant.  And  trudy  he  did 
very  wel  in  faying,  that  offices 
bee  gyuen  but  three  manner  of 
way  es,  for  otherwife  it  might 
haue  becne  obieded ,  that  offi- 
ces manyc  times  doe  pafTcby  a 
fourth  way  e ,  woorfcr  than  all 
the  reft,  and  than  is,  by  way  of 
fale  for  filthy  lucre  fake,  wher- 
by  for  the  moft  parte,  iuftice  is 
bought  6c  fold,  the  Prince  euill 
ferued,8c  the  poore  people  pilde 
and  powld.  Thus  then  hauing 
shewed  howc  the  Prince 
should  choofe  no  man  to  be  of 
hyscounfell ,  before  due  tryaU 
had,andalfohovvefudi  tryall 
is  to  be  made,  I  leaue  to  fpeake 

P.2.        anye 
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anye  further,  touching  this  ad- 
ucrtifcment ,  the  laftof  thofe 
that  arc  to  be  confidcrcd  by  the 
Prince,  before  he  choofeth  any 
man  to  be  of  his  counfeil :  for 
the  other  tvvo  aduertifements 
here  following,are  to  be  put  in 
execution  after  he  hath  chofen. 
Thefiftad-  Fifdy ,  then  the  Prince  ha- 
ttcrtifhienc.  uing  made  his  choyfe  in  fuche 
forte  as  is  before  taught ,  shall 
doe  well  within  tvvo  or  three 
dayes  after ,  to  call  the  ncvve 
cleft  vnto  hym ,  and  in  open 

Etefence  of  his  Court  6C  houf- 
olde ,  briefly  to  tell  him  how 
hcc  hath  cliofen  him  oncly  for 
his  vertues  and  good  defertes, 
and  what  credit  both  hcc  him- 
felfeandallhis  people  hath  in 
him^  6c  wluit  sname  it  would 

be 
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be  vnto  him,  if  be  slioulde  not 
with  his  doings  anfvvere  both 
his  and  their  expedation.Thac 
done,  he  muft  commcndc  vnto 
him  both  the  honor  and  profice 
of  his  flate,  friendly  requiring 
him,yeajandftraightlyc  char- 
ging him  to  admonisne  hym, 
and  with  all  due  rcuerence  to 
cotrcd  him,  when  hec  fecth  it 
needefiill,  and  in  anyc  wife  to 
be  plaync  with  him,and  to  teli 
him  tne  truth  without  all  flat- 
teric  or  difsimulation ,  bicaufc 
he  was  chofen  chiefely  for  that 
purpofe.  Forasitisnotmcete 
that  euery  man  should  tell  the 
Prince  of  his  fcults :  fo  is  it  re- 
quilite  that  Tome  should  admo- 
nish him  when  he  erreth.  For 
otherwife ,  Princes  should  be 

P.3.  in 
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in  woorfe  cafe  than  all  men, 
being  vtterly  deftitute  of  fey  th- 
fiill  fiicndes,  vvhofe  office  is  to 
focake  the  truth,  &c  to  tell  their 
friends  friendly  of  their  faultes 
at  times  conuenient,  and  not  to 
flatter  at  any  tyme.Neyther  let 
the  Prince  bee  vnvvylling  to 
heare  the  truth  modeflly  tolde, 
and  in  due  tyme,  at  his  counfe- 
lers  handes :  Yea  rather  let  him 
cncorage  him  thervnto,  though 
it  be  againft  the  ilomakc>for  o- 
thcrwife  he  shal  be  ouerwhel- 
mcd  with  lies,and  forged  tales, 
and  ncuer  heare  the  truth.  Fi- 
nally e,  as  the  Prince  muftpuc 
him  in  feare  of  harde  punish- 
ment,if  he  shal  leaue  to  doe  his 
duetic ;  fo  muft  hee  lykcwifc 
put  him  in  hope  of  dueceward, 

if 
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ifhccontynucinhis  well  do- 
ing. VVhcrbythcPrinccshall 
both  Wynne  to  hymfelfc  the 
prayfcandioue  of  his  people, 
and  alfo  make  his  newc  chofcn 
CQunfelcr,  the  more  careful  and 
diligent  in  his  vocation. 

That  donCjlet  him  be  folem-  Thcfixtad. 
ly  fworne  to  be  true  and  fayrh-  ucrdfinent. 
foil  to  the  Prince ,  and  to  pro- 
mife  before  God  co  be  diligent 
and  carefull  in  procuring  the 
wealth,  profite,  and  honour  of 
hys  Princc,and  of  the  common 
vvcalth,and  to  dealc  truely  and 
iuftly  with  all  eftates,  vfing  in- 
diffcrencie  without  corruptio, 
fwaruing  from  iuftice  at  no 
timCjCithcr  fot  meede  or  dreed, 
for  louc  or  hate,  for  friende,  or 
foe .  Moreoucr,  neuer  to  haue 

priuie 


132  OfCounfells 

priuic  conferecc  with  the  Am- 
balfadors  or  rneflengers  of  for- 
rcyne  Ptinccs,without  fpeciall 
commifsion  ftom  the  Prince, 
nor  to  rcccyue  rcvvarde,  fee,  or 
yerely  pcntion,  of  any  forrainc 
Prince. For  by  fuch  meancs  the 
princes  fecretcs  are  many  times 
rcuealcd,  and  the  caufcs  of  for- 
raine  princes  more  £iuoured, 
than  the  princes  ovvne  caufes, 
or  thofe  of  the  comon  wealth. 
The  coufeler  being  thus  fvornc 
the  prince  shal  beafTured  of  him 
and  may  the  better  truft  hym. 
And  if  the  counfeler  shouldc 
chaunce  to  fayle  in  his  dutye, 
after  he  hath  taken  his  othe,thc 
Prince  maye  the  more  iuftly 
punish  him  as  a  contempnor  of 
God  ^  of  his  foueraine.  Again, 

the 
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the  counfdcr  will  be  the  more 
circufpcd  in  his  doings ,  ^  the 
IcfTc  bolde  to  commit  any  trea- 
chery. Furthcrmorc,by  meanes 
of  his  oth  he  may  the  more  fafe 
ly  Sc  boldly  dcnie  the  vnright- 
mll  6c  vnreafonable  requcfts,o£ 
his  parcntes,kinffoikes,friends, 
and  feruaunts :  y  ea,rather  both 
they ,  and  all  others  knowing 
him  to  be  fworne ,  will  be  a- 
fraydetomake  anyc  futevnto 
him,that  is  not  iuft  or  reafona- 
ble .  And  here  endeth  the  iixt 
and  lafte  aduertifcment ,  the 
which  togither  with  the  other 
fine  before  declared ,  doe  com- 
prchendc  the  foil  cfFed  of  the 
nine  aduertifements  or  menK>- 
rialles  fetfoorth  by  my nc  Au- 
thor. 

Qj.         The 
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The  cfFed  of  my  Authors 

Peroration  or  con- 
cluHon. 

'T'Hus  you  hauc  heard  what 
a  counfcll  is ,  and  how  the 
Prince  that  vvil  gouerne  well, 
oueht  to  haue  feauen  counfels, 
differing  onefrom  another  in 
offices,  officers,  and  in  authori- 
tie.  You  hauc  heard  alfo  what 
a  counfeler  is,  and  wherein  his 
fufficientcy  con(ifleth,that  is  to 
fay,  in  hauing  fifteene  qualities 
of  the  minde ,  and  fiue  of  the 
body.  Finally,  there  haue  bene 
declared  vnto  you  certaine  ne- 
cefTary  aduertifments  to  be  ob- 
ferued  by  the  Prince,  when  he 
choofeth  his  counfeler .  And 

this 


and  Counfelers.  135 

this  is  the  fommc  and  efFe£b  of 
all  that  mine  Author  thought 
mcete  to  tceatc  of  in  this  nis 
firfte  of  thofc  eyght  Bookcs, 
which  he  hath  promifcd  to  fct 
foorth  touching  thys  matter, 
who  wisheth  that  he  had  bene 
as  able  to  frame  fuch  a  counfell 
in  decde,  as  heehath  heare  def» 
crybed  in  wry ting,for  then  he 
woulde  haue  fet  foorth  to  the 
vvorldc  a  vifible  example  of  the 
goodnefle  thereof,  to  bee  feenc 
and  felt ,  rather  than  this  ima- 
gined patternCjto  be  confidercd 
onely  with  the  minde.  And  bi- 
caufe  he  doubtcth  not  but  that 
fomewyll  bee  ready  c  to  findc 
Suites  with  this  his  workc : 
he  briefely  aunfwercth  to  fuch 
obic^ons  as  may  e  be  layde  a- 

•.2.         gainft 
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gainft  him  ♦  And  firft  whereas 
it  mayc  bee  obie£lcd ,  that  it  is 
not  a  mcete  thing  for  a  Prince 
to  take  fuch  paine,  and  to  trou- 
ble himfelfe  in  making  fo  pre-, 
cyfc  a  choyfe.  He  aunfvvcreth 
that  it  is  no  trouble  or  paine  at 
all,  in  refped  of  the  great  eafc, 
reft,and  quictnefTc.thathc  shall 
thereby  purchafe  to  hymfelfe, 
when  he  shall  haue  to  dcalc  in 
great  affayres «  and  matters  of 
way  te  ;  be  it  cyther  in  time  of 
peace  or  warre,  for  be  they  ne- 
uer  fo  troublous  or  way  tie  of 
thcmfelucs :  yet  to  him  haulng 
fuchcounfells  and  counfclcrs, 
they  shall  fecme  very  eafie  and 
light.  Some  againe  will  obieft 
that  the  Prince  is  frce,6c  that  he 
maye  giue  6C  difpofe  his  offices 

as 
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as  him  plcafcth  bcft. V Vhcrvn- 
to  mine  author  anfwcrcth  that 
the  frccdomc  or  libcrtie  of  the 
Prince  is  no  frecdome ,  when 
itpaffcth  the  bounds  of  reafon, 
and  that  in  preferring  will  be- 
fore reafon,  he  ought  rather  to 
be  called  a  tyrant  than  aPrince. 
Thirdly , it  may  be  fayde,that  it 
bchooucth  Noble  men  Be  Gen- 
tlemen, to  bee  rewarded  accor* 
ding  to  their  birth  and  calling, 
which  mine  Author  denyeth 
not ,  and  yet  therewith  fayth, 
that  it  is  not  al  one  thing  to  re- 
vvarde  a  noble  man  3c  to  make 
him  a  counfeler ,  fith  there  bee 
meancs  y  nough  to  reward  him 
wythout  that,  vnlefTc  he  bee 
meetefotit.  Fourthly  Jt  may 
beobie^ted,  that  there  arc  no 

Q;3.  fuch 


137 


138  OfCounfells 

fuch  counfelcrs  as  he  hath  dcC. 
crybed,  to  hee  founde  in  all  the 
vvorlde .  V Vherevnto  he  aun- 
fvvercth,  that  there  arc  a  num- 
ber of  good  men  and  vcric  fuf- 
ficient  in  all  conditions  to  bee 
had,  if  the  Prince  choofe  them 
for  their  vertuc  and  deferts, and 
nocbjrhisowncaScdion,  fa- 
uour,or  power .  And  thoughc 
there  were  not,yct  if  the  Prince 
would  doc  as  he  ought  to  doe, 
he  might  make  men  of  flones. 
For  to  what  foeucr  the  Prince 
is  giuen,be  it  to  vice,  or  ro  ver- 
tue,  all  men  will  folio  we  the 
fame.  And  therfore  if  the  Prince 
delight  in  wife ,  learned ,  and 
vertuous  counfelcrs,  mine  Au- 
thor fay  th ,  that  he  dare  aducn- 
ture  bis  heade  that  a  number  of 

Barrens 
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Barrens  and  Knightcs  in  fcvve 
ycres ,  vvoulde  become  moft 
lufficienc  counfelers .  And  for 
proofc  thereof,  vvisheth  chat 
fome  Prince  vvoulde  put  thefe 
his  preceptes  in  vrc ,  not  doub- 
ting, but  that  in  fo  doing ,  hec 
should  quickly  fee  fuch  an  alte- 
ration in  his  Courte ,  as  thofc 
that  doe  now  leavvdely  fpende 
their  tyme  in  y dlcneffe ,  vaync 
paftymes ,  and  in  vvantonnefTc 
of  life,  would  giue  themfelues 
to  lawdable  cxercifcs,and  thet- 
by  make  the  Court  to  become 
a  fchoole  of  vcrtue^and  know- 
ledge. Which  should  be  to  the 
great  honour  of  the  Prince , 
to  the  profite  of  the  common 
wealth ,  and  to  the  glorye  of 
God ,  who  giue  grace  to  all 

Chriflian 
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Chtiftian  Princes ,  fo  to  order 

their  cources^  and  to  glue  fuch 

cnfample  themfelues^as  the  c6* 

mon  people  may  learnc  thcrby, 

CO  line  in  the  fcare  of  God^SC  to 

doe  that  which  is  acceptable 

in  his  light ,  and  thus 

I  ende  thys 

creatife, 

FINIS. 
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